
WHEN TRIALS BECOME
TEMPTATIONS!



James 1:13 Let no man say when he is tempted, I am 
tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, 
neither tempteth he any man: 
James 1:14 But every man is tempted, when he is 
drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. 
James 1:15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth 
forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth 
death. 



James 1:16 Do not err, my beloved brethren. 
James 1:17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is 
from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, 
with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of 
turning. 











Temptations  Trials  Tests



What happens when trials become 
temptations?

James 1:13 Let no man say when he is tempted, I am 
tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, 
neither tempteth he any man: 



What happens when trials become temptations?

1. We will be | are being tempted!

James 1:13 Let no man say when he is tempted, I am 
tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, 
neither tempteth he any man: 



We have been tried & tested
We will also be tempted

We will be tried via trials
We will be tested by God
We will also be tempted



How about you Pastor?
Tempted too many times to count
Failed…also
Mistakes of judgment too many times for 

comfort
Sinned 
Stupid a few times too many!



Romans 3:10 As it is written, There is none righteous, 
no, not one: 

Romans 3:23 For all have sinned, and come short of the 
glory of God; 

Jeremiah 17:9 The heart is deceitful above all things, 
and desperately wicked: who can know it?



Ecclesiastes 7:20 For there is not a just man upon 
earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not. 

1 Kings 8:46 If they sin against thee, (for there is no 
man that sinneth not,) and thou be angry with them, 
and deliver them to the enemy, so that they carry them 
away captives unto the land of the enemy, far or near; 



James 1:13 Let no man say when he is tempted, I am 
tempted of (Ἀπὸ θεοῦ) God: for God cannot be 
tempted with evil (κακῶν), neither tempteth he any 
man: 



2. We will not be tempted by God!

James 1:13 Let no man say when he is tempted, I am 
tempted of (Ἀπὸ θεοῦ) God: for God cannot be 
tempted with evil (κακῶν), neither tempteth he any 
man: 



Thoughts:
God cannot be tempted  by any kind of evil!

God does not tempt us  to sin!

God gives us good on top of good on top of good…!



James 1:16 Do not err, my beloved brethren. 

James 1:17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is 
from above, and cometh down from the Father of 
lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow 
of turning. 



James 1:14 But every man is tempted, when he is 
drawn away of his own lust (ὑπὸ τῆς ἰδίας 
ἐπιθυμίας), and enticed. 
James 1:15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth 
forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth 
death. 



3. We will be tempted by our own lusts!
James 1:14 But every man is tempted, when he is 
drawn away of his own lust (ὑπὸ τῆς ἰδίας 
ἐπιθυμίας), and enticed. 
James 1:15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth 
forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth 
death. 



We tend to LIMIT temptations:
To sins of youth
To sins of the flesh  sex, drinking, 

drugs…obviously wrong and dangerous
To the sins of others
To the sins of people we don’t like

Our sins are fine – acceptable sins OR unknown to us 
altogether!



How are we tempted?
10 commandments

Changes of / in life
18-22, dating & marriage, kids, empty nest, 
retirement…

Choices



Losses

Our OWN unique witch’s brew / concoction!!!

The double nickels:
Desire to be right
Desire to win

Desire to feel good about self
Desire to look good to others



James 1:14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn 
away of his own lust, and enticed. 
James 1:15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth 
sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. 
1 Corinthians 10:13 There hath no temptation taken you but 
such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not 
suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with 
the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be 
able to bear it. 



4. Temptations resisted & refused OR
eaten & hooked!
James 1:14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn 
away of his own lust, and enticed. 
James 1:15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth 
sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. 
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James 1:14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn 
away of his own lust, and enticed. 
James 1:15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth 
sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. 
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James 1:14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn 
away of his own lust, and enticed. 
James 1:15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth 
sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. 
1 Corinthians 10:13 There hath no temptation taken you but 
such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not 
suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with 
the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be 
able to bear it. 



4. Temptations resisted & refused OR
eaten & hooked!
James 1:14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn 
away of his own lust, and enticed. 
James 1:15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth 
sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. 



1 Corinthians 10:13 There hath no temptation taken 
you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, 
who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are 
able; but will with the temptation also make a way to 
escape, that ye may be able to bear it. 


