
ORDER IN THE CHURCH 
TITUS 1:4-11



Titus 1:4 To Titus, mine own son after the common 
faith: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
Titus 1:5 For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou 
shouldest set in order the things that are wanting, and
ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee: 
Titus 1:6 If any be blameless, the husband of one wife, 
having faithful children not accused of riot or unruly. 



Titus 1:7 For a bishop must be blameless, as the 
steward of God; not selfwilled, not soon angry, not 
given to wine, no striker, not given to filthy lucre; 
Titus 1:8 But a lover of hospitality, a lover of good 
men, sober, just, holy, temperate; 
Titus 1:9 Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been 
taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to 
exhort and to convince the gainsayers. 



Titus 1:10 For there are many unruly and vain talkers 
and deceivers, specially they of the circumcision: 
Titus 1:11 Whose mouths must be stopped, who 
subvert whole houses, teaching things which they ought 
not, for filthy lucre’s sake. 



Titus 1:4 To Titus, mine own son after the common 
faith: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
Titus 1:9 Holding fast the faithful word as he hath 
been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both 
to exhort and to convince the gainsayers. 



1. A church ordered around the 
gospel!
Titus 1:4 To Titus, mine own son after the common 
faith: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
Titus 1:9 Holding fast the faithful word as he hath 
been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both 
to exhort and to convince the gainsayers. 



Jude 3 Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you 
of the common salvation, it was needful for me to 
write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly 
contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the 
saints. 
Jude 4 For there are certain men crept in unawares, who 
were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly 
men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and 
denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ. 



No Church  a church

Requires certain doctrines:
The Trinity
The deity of Christ
Sinfulness of mankind
Substitutionary death of Christ



Justification by faith alone

The literal, physical resurrection of Christ & the
resurrection & judgment of all

The inspiration of Scripture



NO GOSPEL NO CHURCH!

Ephesians 4:4 There is one body, and one Spirit, even 
as ye are called in one hope of your calling; 
Ephesians 4:5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
Ephesians 4:6 One God and Father of all, who is above 
all, and through all, and in you all. 



Philippians 1:15 Some indeed preach Christ even of envy and 
strife; and some also of good will: 
Philippians 1:16 The one preach Christ of contention, not 
sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my bonds: 
Philippians 1:17 But the other of love, knowing that I am set 
for the defence of the gospel. 
Philippians 1:18 What then? notwithstanding, every way, 
whether in pretence, or in truth, Christ is preached; and I 
therein do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice. 



John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

What does this mean?
There is a God!
God is triune (Father, Son, Holy Spirit)
Man is a sinner & condemned



God in love & out of love sent His son to die 
for us & pay for our sin!

Everyone who believes / trusts / calls, comes, 
looks, repents,….is saved!

And has eternal life!



Titus 1:5 For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou 
shouldest set in order the things that are wanting, and 
ordain elders (πρεσβυτέρους) in every city, as I had 
appointed thee: 
Titus 1:6 If any be blameless, the husband of one wife 
(μιᾶς γυναικὸς ἀνήρ), having faithful (πιστά) children 
not accused of riot (ἀσωτίας) or unruly 
(ἀνυπότακτα). 



Titus 1:7 For a bishop (ἐπίσκοπον) must (Δεῖ)
be blameless, as the steward of God; not selfwilled, 
not soon angry, not given to wine, no striker, not 
given to filthylucre; 



Titus 1:8 But a lover of hospitality (φιλόξενον), a 
lover of good men (φιλάγαθον), sober (σώφρονα),
just, holy, temperate (ἐγκρατῆ);

Titus 1:9 Holding fast the faithful word as he hath 
been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine 
both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers.



2. A church ordered by Biblical leadership!
Titus 1:5 For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest 
set in order the things that are wanting, and ordain elders 
(πρεσβυτέρους) in every city, as I had appointed thee: 

Titus 1:6 If any be blameless, the husband of one wife (μιᾶς 
γυναικὸς ἀνήρ), having faithful (πιστά) children not accused 
of riot (ἀσωτίας) or unruly (ἀνυπότακτα). 



Titus 1:7 For a bishop (ἐπίσκοπον) must (Δεῖ) be 
blameless, as the steward of God; not selfwilled, not soon 
angry, not given to wine, no striker, not given to filthy lucre; 

Titus 1:8 But a lover of hospitality (φιλόξενον), a lover of 
good men (φιλάγαθον), sober (σώφρονα), just, holy, 
temperate (ἐγκρατῆ);

Titus 1:9 Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been 
taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to 
exhort and to convince the gainsayers.



No church  a church but disordered  an ordered 
church

A local church has 2 kinds of official offices: Pastors 
& Deacons
Pastors are called &/ function in 3 ways:



Elder (πρεσβύτερος): leading & maturity

Overseer (ἐπίσκοπος, ἐπισκοπέω): overseeing & the 
calling to know & love your flock

Pastor / Shepherd (ποιμήν, ένος; ποιμαίνω):feeding 
& preparing food!



Acts 20:17 And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and 
called the elders (τοὺς πρεσβυτέρους τῆς ἐκκλησίας) 
of the church. 
Acts 20:28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to 
all the flock (τῷ ποιμνίῳ), over the which the Holy 
Ghost hath made you overseers (ἐπισκόπους), to feed 
(ποιμαίνειν) the church of God, which he hath 
purchased with his own blood. 



1 Peter 5:1 The elders (Πρεσβυτέρους) which are 
among you I exhort, who am also an elder 
(συμπρεσβύτερος), and a witness of the sufferings of 
Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be 
revealed: 
1 Peter 5:2 Feed (ποιμάνατε…ποίμνιον τοῦ θεοῦ) the 
flock of God which is among you, taking the 
oversight (ἐπισκοποῦντες) thereof, not by constraint, 
but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; 



Thoughts:
Most qualifications are common goals for all 

Christians!

A Pastor MUST be / become them

They are all goals | directions and NOT 
(mostly) destinations.



Most can be learned – growth in grace

Limited growth will limit a pastor’s 
effectiveness

And, EVERY pastor is limited (as are you!)





A pastor MUST be qualified in / by life and 
confirmed by the church

Lack of some  disqualify

Lack of others  limit



And then there is the very real pain!

Titus 1:6 If any be blameless, the husband of one wife, 
having faithful children not accused of riot or unruly. 
Titus 1:10 For there are many unruly and vain talkers 
and deceivers, specially they of the circumcision: 
Titus 1:11 Whose mouths must be stopped, who 
subvert whole houses, teaching things which they ought 
not, for filthy lucre’s sake. 



Titus 1:4 To Titus, mine own son after the common faith: 
Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

Titus 1:10 For there are many unruly and vain talkers and 
deceivers, specially they of the circumcision: 

Titus 1:11 Whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert 
whole houses, teaching things which they ought not, for 
filthy lucre’s sake. 



Titus 1:12 One of themselves, even a prophet of their 
own, said, The Cretians are alway liars, evil beasts, 
slow bellies. 

Titus 1:13 This witness is true. Wherefore rebuke
them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith; 

Titus 1:14 Not giving heed to Jewish fables, and 
commandments of men, that turn from the truth. 



3. A church ordered for the great commission!

Titus 1:4 To Titus, mine own son after the common 
faith: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour. 



Matthew 28:19 Go (Πορευθέντες) ye therefore, and teach 
(μαθητεύσατε) all nations, baptizing (βαπτίζοντες) them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost: 

Matthew 28:20 Teaching (διδάσκοντες) them to observe all 
things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with 
you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen. 



Going to (all) people  here & there

Reaching people  here & there

Incorporating people  here & there

Training people  here & there



Everyone wants the church to be their ideal / 
perfect church:
Preach against liberals & democrats / 

conservatives & republicans

Military ministry church

KJV church (with many languages present!)

Creation ministry church



Worship church

Family church

Prophecy church

Emotions church

Trivial pursuit church



Bob Jones Sr. called that: Chasing rabbits!

Well / properly ordered chuch perfect / 
ideal / fantasy church… such as…

Result: usually no church at all!!!


