
BASIC, GUIDING PRINCIPLES: 
0. Avoid slogans at all costs! Are you trusting in slogans? 
 
1 Corinthians 6:12 All things are lawful unto me, but (ἀλλʼ) all things are not expedient: all things are lawful 
for me, but (ἀλλʼ) I will not be brought under the power of any.  
 
1 Corinthians 6:13 Meats for the belly, and the belly for meats: but God shall destroy both it and them. Now the 
body is not for fornication, but for the Lord; and the Lord for the body.  
 
1 Corinthians 10:23 All things are lawful for me, but (ἀλλʼ) all things are not expedient: all things are lawful 
for me, but (ἀλλʼ) all things edify not.  
  
1. Is it expedient?  
Follow what is profitable | helpful | useful 
 
1 Corinthians 6:12 All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient (συμφέρει): all things are 
lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any.  
 

Expedient (συμφέρω): to be helpful, profitable, advantageous… 
 
Matthew 5:29 And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable 
(συμφέρει) for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell.  
Matthew 5:30 And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable (συμφέρει) 
for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell.  
John 16:7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient (συμφέρει) for you that I go away: for if I go not 
away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.  
Acts 20:20 And how I kept back nothing that was profitable (συμφερόντων) unto you, but have shewed you, 
and have taught you publickly, and from house to house,  
1 Corinthians 7:35 And this I speak for your own profit (συμφέρον); not that I may cast a snare upon you, but 
for that which is comely, and that ye may attend upon the Lord without distraction.  
1 Corinthians 10:33 Even as I please all men in all things, not seeking mine own profit (τὸ ἐμαυτοῦ 
συμφέρον), but the profit (τὸ τῶν πολλῶν) of many, that they may be saved.  
1 Corinthians 12:7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit (συμφέρον) withal.  
Hebrews 12:10 For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for our profit 
(συμφέρον), that we might be partakers of his holiness.  
 
Not all questions are good & bad questions. Nor do they have good & bad answers. 
Statements like…are not helpful: 
 The Bible doesn’t say I can’t! 
 Jesus doesn’t say anything about this! 

 

2. Does this enslave? 
1 Corinthians 6:12 All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for 
me, but I will not be brought under the power of any.  
 
1 Corinthians 9:27 But I keep under my body (ὑπωπιάζω μου τὸ σῶμα), and bring it into 
subjection (δουλαγωγῶ): lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a 
castaway.  
 



3. Does this edify / is this edifying? 
1 Corinthians 10:23 All things are lawful for me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, 
but all things edify (οἰκοδομεῖ) not.  
1 Corinthians 10:24 Let no man seek his own, but every man another’s wealth.  
1 Corinthians 8:1 Now as touching things offered unto idols, we know that we all have knowledge. 
Knowledge puffeth up, but charity edifieth (οἰκοδομεῖ).  
 
Edify (οἰκοδομέω): to build up, to build a house, to strengthen, to establish 
 
Does this actually edify me in some way? Does this edify another in some way? 
 
Examples:  
Horse shoes 
Cards 
Tea 
Snacks 
 
This can be &/ will be abused horribly… 
 

Addictions / addictive things: 
Cocaine Pie 
Alcohol Chocolate 
Drugs Desert 
Smoking Chips 
Gambling Tea 
Porn Coffee  

 
What’s the problem? 
 
1 Corinthians 14:3 But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification, and exhortation, and comfort.  
1 Corinthians 14:4 He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; but he that prophesieth edifieth 
the church.  
1 Corinthians 14:5 I would that ye all spake with tongues, but rather that ye prophesied: for greater is he that 
prophesieth than he that speaketh with tongues, except he interpret, that the church may receive edifying.  
1 Corinthians 14:12 Even so ye, forasmuch as ye are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek that ye may excel to the 
edifying of the church.  
1 Corinthians 14:17 For thou verily givest thanks well, but the other is not edified.  
1 Corinthians 14:26 How is it then, brethren? when ye come together, every one of you hath a psalm, hath a 
doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpretation. Let all things be done unto edifying.  
 

4. Does this assist evangelism? 
1 Corinthians 9:19 For though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servant unto all, that I might 
gain the more.  
1 Corinthians 9:20 And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; to them that are under the 
law, as under the law, that I might gain them that are under the law;  
1 Corinthians 9:21 To them that are without law, as without law, (being not without law (μὴ ὢν ἄνομος θεῷ) 
to God, but under the law (ἀλλʼ ἔννομος χριστῷ) to Christ,) that I might gain them that are without law.  
1 Corinthians 9:22 To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak: I am made all things to all men, 
that I might by all means save some.  
1 Corinthians 9:23 And this I do for the gospel’s sake, that I might be partaker thereof with you.  



  
1 Corinthians 10:33 Even as I please all men in all things, not seeking mine own profit, but the profit of 
many, that they may be saved.  
 
 
 


