
THE CORINTHIAN CATASTROPHE 
 

1 CORINTHIANS AS A WHOLE: 
 

1 Corinthians 1-6: Paul addressing hidden problems 
 
1 Corinthians 1:10 Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak 
the same thing, and that there be no divisions (σχίσματα) among you; but that ye be perfectly joined 
together in the same mind and in the same judgment.  
1 Corinthians 1:11 For it hath been declared unto me of you (περὶ ὑμῶν), my brethren, by them which are of 
(ὑπὸ τῶν Χλόης) the house of Chloe, that there are contentions among you.  
 
1 Corinthians 1:12 Now this I say, that every one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; 
and I of Christ.  
1 Corinthians 1:13 Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in the name of Paul?  
1 Corinthians 1:14 I thank God that I baptized none of you, but Crispus and Gaius;  
1 Corinthians 1:15 Lest any should say that I had baptized in mine own name.  
1 Corinthians 1:16 And I baptized also the household of Stephanas: besides, I know not whether I baptized any 
other.  
1 Corinthians 1:17 For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest 
the cross of Christ should be made of none effect.  
1 Corinthians 1:18 For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are 
saved it is the power of God.  
 
1 Corinthians 5:1 It is reported commonly that there is fornication among you, and such fornication as is not so 
much as named among the Gentiles, that one should have his father’s wife. 1 Corinthians 5:2 And ye are 
puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he that hath done this deed might be taken away from among you.  
 
1 Corinthians 6:12 All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for 
me, but I will not be brought under the power of any.  
1 Corinthians 6:13 Meats for the belly, and the belly for meats: but God shall destroy both it and them. Now 
the body is not for fornication, but for the Lord; and the Lord for the body.  
 

1 Corinthians 7-16: Paul answering hard questions 
 
1 Corinthians 7:1 Now concerning (Περὶ δὲ) the things whereof ye wrote unto me: It is good for a man not to 
touch a woman. 1 Corinthians 7:2 Nevertheless, to avoid fornication, let every man have his own wife, and let 
every woman have her own husband.  
 
1 Corinthians 7:25 Now concerning (Περὶ δὲ) virgins I have no commandment of the Lord: yet I give my 
judgment, as one that hath obtained mercy of the Lord to be faithful.  
 
1 Corinthians 8:1 Now (Περὶ δὲ) as touching things offered unto idols, we know that we all have knowledge. 
Knowledge puffeth up, but charity edifieth.  
 
1 Corinthians 11:2 Now (Ἐπαινῶ δὲ ὑμᾶς) I praise you, brethren, that ye remember me in all things, and 
keep the ordinances, as I delivered them to you.  
 
1 Corinthians 11:17 Now (Τοῦτο δὲ) in this that I declare unto you I praise you not, that ye come together 
not for the better, but for the worse.  



 
1 Corinthians 12:1 Now concerning (Περὶ δὲ) spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant.  
 
[1 Corinthians 15:1 Moreover (Γνωρίζω δὲ ὑμῖν), brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached 
unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand;] 
 
1 Corinthians 16:1 Now concerning (Περὶ δὲ) the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the 
churches of Galatia, even so do ye. 1 Corinthians 16:2 Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay 
by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come.  
 
1 Corinthians 16:10 Now (Ἐὰν δὲ) if Timotheus come, see that he may be with you without fear: for he 
worketh the work of the Lord, as I also do.  
 

THE WHOLE PROBLEM OF THE WHOLE CATASTROPHE: 
 
Normally we struggle finding the foundational issues… 
 I just want to be happy 
 I want to make money 
 I deserve this 
 Addictions you lie about – I don’t have a problem. How would we know? 
 The secret sin(s) 
 Hey, we are not under the law 
 That’s legalism! 
 You don’t know my heart! 

 
1 Corinthians 6:12 All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, 
but I will not be brought under the power of any.  
1 Corinthians 10:23 All things are lawful for me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but 
all things edify not.  
 
1 Corinthians 6:13 Meats for the belly, and the belly for meats: but God shall destroy both it and them. Now the 
body is not for fornication, but for the Lord; and the Lord for the body.  
 
1 Corinthians 9:19 For though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servant unto all, that I might 
gain the more.  
1 Corinthians 9:20 And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; to them that are under the 
law, as under the law, that I might gain them that are under the law;  
1 Corinthians 9:21 To them that are without law, as without law (τοῖς ἀνόμοις ὡς ἄνομος), (being not without 
law to God, but under (μὴ ὢν ἄνομος θεῷ ἀλλʼ ἔννομος χριστῷ) the law to Christ,), that I might gain them 
that are without law.  
1 Corinthians 9:22 To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak: I am made all things to all men, 
that I might by all means save some.  
1 Corinthians 9:23 And this I do for the gospel’s sake, that I might be partaker thereof with you.  
 
Corinth had many fractures / fault lines  but primarily they thought they were u  
& could  
 
1 Corinthians 1:1 PAUL, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, and Sosthenes our 
brother, 1 Corinthians 1:2 Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in 
Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, 



both theirs and ours: 1 Corinthians 1:3 Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
1 Corinthians 4:17 For this cause have I sent unto you Timotheus, who is my beloved son, and faithful in the 
Lord, who shall bring you into remembrance of my ways which be in Christ, as I teach every where in every 
church.  
 
1 Corinthians 7:17 But as God hath distributed to every man, as the Lord hath called every one, so let 
him walk. And so ordain I in all churches.  
 
1 Corinthians 11:16 But if any man seem to be contentious, we have no such custom, neither the churches of 
God.  
 
1 Corinthians 14:33 For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.  
1 Corinthians 14:34 Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; 
but they are commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the law.  
1 Corinthians 14:35 And if they will learn any thing, let them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame for 
women to speak in the church.  
1 Corinthians 14:36 What? came the word of God out from you? or came it unto you only?  
1 Corinthians 14:37 If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things 
that I write unto you are the commandments of the Lord.  
1 Corinthians 14:38 But if any man be ignorant, let him be ignorant.  
 
1 Corinthians 16:1 Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the churches of 
Galatia, even so do ye. 1 Corinthians 16:2 Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in 
store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come.  
 
2 Corinthians 1:1 PAUL, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, unto the 
church of God which is at Corinth, with all the saints which are in all Achaia:  
2 Corinthians 1:2 Grace be to you and peace from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
 

BASIC, GUIDING PRINCIPLES: 
1 Corinthians 6:12 All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, 
but I will not be brought under the power of any.  
1 Corinthians 6:13 Meats for the belly, and the belly for meats: but God shall destroy both it and them. Now 
the body is not for fornication, but for the Lord; and the Lord for the body.  
1 Corinthians 10:23 All things are lawful for me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, 
but all things edify not.  
 

0. Avoid slogans at all costs! Are you trusting in slogans? 
 
1 Corinthians 6:12 All things are lawful unto me, but (ἀλλʼ) all things are not expedient: all things are lawful 
for me, but (ἀλλʼ) I will not be brought under the power of any.  
 
1 Corinthians 6:13 Meats for the belly, and the belly for meats: but God shall destroy both it and them. Now the 
body is not for fornication, but for the Lord; and the Lord for the body.  
 
1 Corinthians 10:23 All things are lawful for me, but (ἀλλʼ) all things are not expedient: all things are lawful 
for me, but (ἀλλʼ) all things edify not.  



Thoughts: 
 Beware of  
 Slogans that eliminate d 

 
 Slogans that eliminate the  

 
 Slogans that establish a higher, unassailable p 

 
I’m right, you are wrong 
I’m good, you are evil 
I’m spiritual, you are a legalist 
 

This is by design 
This is by default 

 
1 Samuel 16:6 And it came to pass, when they were come, that he looked on Eliab, and said, Surely the 
LORD’s anointed is before him.  
1 Samuel 16:7 But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his 
stature; because I have refused him: for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward 
appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart.  
 
Romans 6:14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.  
 
 
 Slogans that justify / validate what you are already  
 


