
SCRIPTURE: FROM GOD TO MAN 
2 Timothy 3:15 And that from a child (βρέφους) thou hast known the holy scriptures (τὰ ἱερὰ γράμματα), which are able to make 
thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.  
2 Timothy 3:16 All scripture (Πᾶσα γραφὴ) is given by inspiration of God (θεόπνευστος), and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  
2 Timothy 3:17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.  
2 Timothy 4:1 I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing 
and his kingdom; 2 Timothy 4:2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
longsuffering and doctrine. 2 Timothy 4:3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their 
own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 2 Timothy 4:4 And they shall turn away their ears from 
the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 2 Timothy 4:5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an 
evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.  
 
We are going to look at the process of how the Scriptures came from God to mankind: 
1. Written as Scripture! 
0. Inherited as Scripture! 
2. Copied as and distributed as Scripture! 

3. Received as Scripture! 
1 Thessalonians 2:13 For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God which ye 
heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh also 
in you that believe.  

4. Used / utilized as Scripture! 
Luke 4:16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the 
sabbath day, and stood up for to read. Luke 4:17 And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And 
when he had opened the book, he found the place where it was written,  

5. Collected as Scripture! 
6. (Re) Copied as Scripture! 
Here is where issues begin. All books / letters were: 
 Copied 
 Copied by hand | hand-copied 
 Hand copied of a copy… of a copy  
 Hand-copied under very difficult circumstances 

Nero: 54-68 
Domitian 81-96 
Many more local persecutions… see Pliny the Younger 
Decius 249-251 
Valerian 257 
Diocletian 303 
The strange results: most Greek manuscripts (mss) are not that old. 
With the strange exception of Egypt. 

 Hand-copied well, but not as well as the Hebrew OT 
 Hand-copied under pressure from cults 

Marcion: 
Various Judaizing movements: 
 

Results: 
 Minor differences (many) 
 A few missing verses 



 A few dislocated & questioned passages 
Byzantine | Majority text 
Alexandrian | Critical text 
 
 One group is the vast majority of mss  

Byzantine 
The most recent manuscripts 
This is  90 - 95% of the mss 
The vast majority of these have never really been collated 
Basic principle: “in the multitude of witnesses” 
 
 The other major group is the minority of mss 

Alexandrian 
The oldest mss 
This is  1   - 10% 
Codex Sinaiticus 
Codex Vaticanus 
Plus many fragments from Egypt 
 
Principles: the oldest is the closest / best 
The mss must be weighed & not merely counted 
 

7.  Collated as Scripture 
Collected, ordered, & corrected…from many mss. 
 
TR:         Byzantine: 
NA28 | UBS | CT 
 

8. Translated as Scripture 
Early Church:  
Latin Gothic ( Germanic )  
Syriac / Aramaic Ethiopia  
Slavic Coptic (Egypt)  

 

Reformation & after: 
 
Missions Movement: 
 
 
Modern: 


