SCRIPTURE: FROM GOD TO MAN
We are going to look at the process of how the Scriptures came from God to mankind:

1. Written as Scripture!

2 Thessalonians 2:15 Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions (t0¢ mapaddceig) which ye have been taught,
whether by word (gite 610 Loyov), or our epistle (gite 61’ EmoTOAG NUAOV).

0. Imherited as Scripture!
2. Copied as and distributed as Scripture!
3. Received as Scripture!

1 Thessalonians 2:13 For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God which ye
heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh also
in you that believe.

4. Used / utilized as Scripture!

Revelation 1:3 Blessed is he that readeth, (6 avayivdokwv) and they that hear (o1 dkovovrteg) the words of this prophecy, and keep
(Tnpodvteg) those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand.
1 Thessalonians 5:27 I charge you by the Lord that this epistle be read unto all the holy brethren.

Colossians 4:16 And when this epistle is read among you, cause that it be read also in the church of the Laodiceans;
and that ye likewise read the epistle from Laodicea.

2 Thessalonians 3:14 And if any man obey not our word by this epistle, note that man, and have no company with him, that
he may be ashamed.

1 Timothy 5:17 Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour, especially they who labour in the word and
doctrine. 1 Timothy 5:18 For the scripture saith, Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn. And, The labourer is
worthy of his reward.

Deuteronomy 25:4 Thou shalt not muzzle the ox when he treadeth out the corn.

Luke 10:7 And in the same house remain, eating and drinking such things as they give: for the labourer is worthy of his hire. Go not
from house to house.

1 Timothy 4:13 Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.

5. Collected as Scripture!

2 Peter 3:14 Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot,
and blameless. 2 Peter 3:15 And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also
according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you; 2 Peter 3:16 As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these
things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other
scriptures, unto their own destruction. 2 Peter 3:17 Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also,
being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness.

Thoughts: Peter AND his audience knew / assumed:
» That Paul had written
» That Paul had written letters > plural
» That those letters were collected
» That those letters were also in circulation
(far from Paul’s areas of direct influence)
» That those letters were written by | according to
» That those letters were considered S
» That those letters were twisted > just like other Scripture
» That those letters contained ideas difficult to understand



Deep, takes time, effort, discipline, & more than

6. (Re) Copied as Scripture!

Here is where issues begin. All books / letters were:
» Copied
» Copied by hand | hand-copied
» Hand copied of a copy... of a copy

» Hand-copied under very difficult circumstances
Nero: 54-68
Domitian 81-96
Many more local persecutions... see Pliny the Younger
Decius 249-251
Valerian 257
Diocletian 303



