
SO, WHAT’S A FRIEND FOR? ECC 4:7-12 
Solomon addresses 4 problems: 
4:1-3 Oppression – both oppressors and the oppressed 
4:4-6 Why we work so hard and…? 
4:7-12 Friendship 
4:13-16 The vanity of position & power 
 
Ecclesiastes 4:9 Two are better than one; because they have a good reward for their labour.  
Ecclesiastes 4:12 And if one prevail against him, two shall withstand him; and a threefold cord is not 
quickly broken.  
 
So, what’s a friend for? 
1. Friends check your blind spots. 
Ecclesiastes 4:7 Then I returned, and I saw vanity under the sun.  
Ecclesiastes 4:8 There is one alone, and there is not a second; yea, he hath neither child nor 
brother: yet is there no end of all his labour; neither is his eye satisfied with riches; neither saith he, For whom 
do I labour, and bereave my soul of good? This is also vanity, yea, it is a sore travail.  
 
This is an obvious blind spot: 
 Spends his life to accumulate / have / enrich himself 

 
 But he doesn’t have a second or a third or a fourth…! 

 
 There is no one to enjoy it with  

 
 And he doesn’t enjoy it himself AND isn’t satisfied by it! 

 
 Strangely, he doesn’t seem to notice the dilemma! 

Acts 20:32 And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you 
up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified. Acts 20:33 I have coveted no man’s 
silver, or gold, or apparel. Acts 20:34 Yea, ye yourselves know, that these hands have ministered unto my 
necessities, and to them that were with me. Acts 20:35 I have shewed you all things, how that so labouring ye 
ought to support the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed 
to give than to receive.  
 
Proverbs 27:5 Open rebuke is better than secret love.  
 
Proverbs 27:6 Faithful are the wounds of a friend; But the kisses of an enemy are deceitful.  
Proverbs 27:17 Iron sharpeneth iron; So a man sharpeneth the countenance of his friend.  
 
 

2. Friends share your joy. 
Ecclesiastes 4:9 Two are better than one; because they have a good reward for their labour.  
 
What might this include? 
 
 
 
 



3. Friends help you out and sometimes,  help you up. 
Ecclesiastes 4:10 For if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow: but woe to him that is alone when he 
falleth; for he hath not another to help him up.  
 
Proverbs 17:17 A friend loveth at all times, And a brother is born for adversity.  
Proverbs 27:17 Iron sharpeneth iron; So a man sharpeneth the countenance of his friend.  
 
Who has done this (tried to do this) for you? 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

4. Friends warm your life. 
Ecclesiastes 4:11 Again, if two lie together, then they have heat: but how can one be warm alone?  
 
Who brings warmth to your life? 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

5. Friends keep you safe. 
Ecclesiastes 4:12 And if one prevail against him, two shall withstand him; and a threefold cord is not 
quickly broken.  
 
 


