ENCOUNTERING EVIL - FOR THE FIRST TIME! ECC. 3:16-22

4 stages in a man’s life:

1. You believe in Santa Claus

2. You don’t believe in Santa Claus
3. You ARE Santa Claus

4. You look like Santa Claus

4 stages of evil:

1. No evil

2. Evil experienced

3. Evil out there

4. Evil in here | in me | in mine

Solomon is still questing under the sun:

1. There is evil!
Ecclesiastes 3:16 And moreover I saw under the sun the place of judgment, that wickedness was there; and the
place of righteousness, that iniquity was there.

2. Evil where it shouldn’t be!

Ecclesiastes 3:16 And moreover I saw under the sun the place of judgment, that wickedness was there;
and the place of righteousness, that iniquity was there.

Now a crisis can occur...
You mean my Dad...

You mean my Mom..

My friend did what?

The teacher did what?

Romans 3:10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:
Romans 3:23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

Ecclesiastes 7:20 For there is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not.

3. Evil God will deal with...in due time!

Ecclesiastes 3:17 1 said in mine heart. God shall judge the righteous and the wicked: for there is a
time there for every purpose and for every work.

Solomon doesn’t wait around for some kind of resolution:
> He speaks truth
» Truth to himself

» Truth he knew from Scripture & not necessarily observation / life
Ecclesiastes 12:14 For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it
be good, or whether it be evil.
Genesis 18:25 That be far from thee to do after this manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked: and that the
righteous should be as the wicked, that be far from thee: Shall not the Judge of all the earth do
right?
Matthew 16:27 For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall
reward every man according to his works.




Acts 17:31 Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man
whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.
2 Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive
the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.

Romans 14:12 So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.

Josh Kerr: We want justice for them AND mercy for me / us!

Then there is the Gospel!

Romans 10:1 Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved.

Romans 10:2 For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge.
Romans 10:3 For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and going about to establish their own
righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God.

Romans 10:4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth.

2 Corinthians 5:21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the
righteousness of God in him.

4. Evil because we are humans!

Ecclesiastes 3:18 I said in mine heart concerning the estate of the sons of men, that God might manifest
them, and that they might see that they themselves are beasts.

Ecclesiastes 3:19 For that which befalleth the sons of men befalleth beasts; even one thing befalleth them: as
the one dieth, so dieth the other; yea, they have all one breath; so that a man hath no preeminence above a
beast: for all is vanity.

Ecclesiastes 3:20 All go unto one place; all are of the dust, and all turn to dust again.

Ecclesiastes 3:21 Who knoweth the spirit of man that goeth upward, and the spirit of the beast that goeth
downward to the earth?

Almost all of us struggle:

» To remember we are mortal

» We struggle more to remember that we are sinful mortals
Ecclesiastes 3:21 Who knoweth the spirit of man that goeth upward, and the spirit of the beast that goeth
downward to the earth?
Ecclesiastes 12:7 Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God who gave
it.

5. Evil that doesn’t alter my responsibilities!
Ecclesiastes 3:22 Wherefore 1 perceive that there is nothing better, than that a man should
rejoice in his own works; for that is his portion: for who shall bring him to see what shall be after him?

So, you have discovered evil...



