
THE GOOD IN A GOOD LIFE ECC. 3:12-15 
Ecclesiastes 3:12 I know that there is no good ( ם ין ט֖וֹב בָּ֑  in them, but for a man to rejoice, and to do (אֵ֥
good in his life.  

Ecclesiastes 3:22 Wherefore I perceive that there is nothing better ( ֙ין טוֹב  than that a man should rejoice ,(אֵ֥
in his own works; for that is his portion: for who shall bring him to see what shall be after him?  
 
To read these words as a young man…& probably even a middle-aged man  I would have balked or 
pulled back into my shell like a turtle! 
Many reasons: 
A. The do-gooders! 
 
B. Goody two shoes 
Someone who is excessively well-behaved / virtuous… probably insincere…doing it to be seen 
 
C. Good God, Good devil, Good everyone & everything! 
Fake, hyperbole, too much, not true 
 
[D. Maybe as an Evangelical, we are allergic to good works?] 
 
The good in the good life: 
1. Doing good! 
Ecclesiastes 3:12 I know that there is no good ( ם ין  ט֖וֹב בָּ֑  in them, but for a man to rejoice, and to do (אֵ֥
good in his life.  

Ecclesiastes 3:22 Wherefore I perceive that there is nothing better ( ֙ין טוֹב  than that a man should rejoice ,(אֵ֥
in his own works; for that is his portion: for who shall bring him to see what shall be after him?  
 
Acts 10:38 How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about 
doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him.  
 
I wish I could have perceived this earlier. It would have made most everything better: 
Doing good (right, true, beautiful) 
Finding good to do   
Finding good to say 
Good as a mindset 
 
Take aways? 
 
Via Negativa: what to do by finding out what not to do 
 

2. Enjoying the good! 
Ecclesiastes 3:13 And also that every man should eat and drink, and enjoy the good of all his labour, 
it is the gift of God.  
 
1 Timothy 6:17 Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain 
riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy;  
 
 
 



3. Saying good about the good! 
Ecclesiastes 3:12 I know that there is no good in them, but for a man to rejoice, and to do good in his 
life.  
Ecclesiastes 3:13 And also that every man should eat and drink, and enjoy the good of all his labour, it is 
the gift of God. 
 
This too can be irritating… 
God talk 
Hyperbole 
Effusive language  that’s the best. . .I’ve ever had 
 
 
Friday after work in the morning, the fun began… 
The shingles shot! 
 Hurt going in 
 Hurt afterwards 
 Didn’t feel good afterwards 
Took far too long 
 
 
 
 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:16 Rejoice evermore.  
1 Thessalonians 5:18 In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.  
  
There seems to be a direct connection between: 
What we say 
How we feel 
It seems to be circular & connected 
 

4. Fearing the always-good God! 
Ecclesiastes 3:14 I know that, whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for ever: nothing can be put to it, nor any thing 
taken from it: and God doeth it, that men should fear before him.  
 
Ecclesiastes 5:7 For in the multitude of dreams and many words there are also divers vanities: but fear thou 
God.  
 
Ecclesiastes 8:12 Though a sinner do evil an hundred times, and his days be prolonged, yet surely I know that 
it shall be well with them that fear God, which fear before him:  
 
Ecclesiastes 12:13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his 
commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.  
Ecclesiastes 12:14 For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be 
good, or whether it be evil.  
 
 
 
 
 


