
THE DOGS ARE OUT! 
Proverbs 26:17 He that passeth by, and meddleth with strife belonging not to him, Is like one that taketh a dog 
by the ears.  
 
Thoughts: 
1. There are lots of injustices out there! 
Proverbs 26:17 He that passeth by, and meddleth with strife belonging not to him, Is like one that taketh a dog 
by the ears.  
 
Strife = disputes, wrongs, quarrels, contentions, causes…so, injustices of many kinds 
 

2. Injustices that we can wander into…! 
Proverbs 26:17 He that passeth by, and meddleth with strife belonging not to him, Is like one that taketh a 
dog by the ears.  
 
Passeth by: an ongoing activity – while passing through, on our normal walk, routines… 
 
2025 presents new “needs:” 
 Our “need” to know 
 Our “love” for gossip  or gossipy information  

Proverbs 26:17 He that passeth by, and meddleth with strife belonging not to him, Is like one that taketh a dog 
by the ears.  
Proverbs 26:20 Where no wood is, there the fire goeth out: So where there is no talebearer, the strife 
ceaseth.  
Proverbs 26:21 As coals are to burning coals, and wood to fire; So is a contentious man to kindle strife.  
Proverbs 26:22 The words of a talebearer are as wounds, And they go down into the innermost parts of the 
belly.  
 The call of the internet / FB++ such as… 

 
 Our blurring tidbits into information | being informed 

 
 Confusing surface knowledge with actually knowing someone or something          

  and being able to actually help them 
 

 The blurring of tidbits with prayer 
Compassion 
Prayer 

I can’t feel & pray for everyone or  everything  it’s beyond my ability 
 

3. Injustice that we can get worked up about! 
Proverbs 26:17 He that passeth by, and meddleth with strife belonging not to him, Is like one that taketh a 
dog by the ears.  
 
Meddle: to put oneself in a fury, furiously excite yourself over something 
 
Individual A: 
Individual B: 



4. Injustices that don’t belong to us! 
Proverbs 26:17 He that passeth by, and meddleth with strife belonging not to him, Is like one that taketh a 
dog by the ears.  
 
Today we can wander into so many problems / injustices NOT ours! 
 Don’t really know the details 
 Can’t know the details  
 Only have a gut feeling about the situation (I JUST KNOW!!!) 
 Don’t know who is right and who is wrong 

 
Enmeshment: An unhealthy closeness between people: 
 Blurred boundaries | don’t know where I end and you begin 
 Loss of autonomy: no individual identity 
 Difficulty separating emotions 
 Over concerned for others  

Luke 12:13 And one of the company said unto him, Master, speak to my brother, that he divide the 
inheritance with me. Luke 12:14 And he said unto him, Man, who made me a judge (δικαστὴν) or a divider 
(μεριστὴν) over you?  
 
1 Peter 4:15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in 
other men’s matters.  
 
2 Timothy 2:16 But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness.  
2 Timothy 2:23 But foolish and unlearned questions avoid, knowing that they do gender strifes.  
1 Timothy 1:4 Neither give heed to fables and endless genealogies, which minister questions, rather than 
godly edifying which is in faith: so do.  
1 Timothy 4:7 But refuse profane and old wives’ fables, and exercise thyself rather unto godliness.  
Titus 3:9 But avoid foolish questions, and genealogies, and contentions, and strivings about the law; for they 
are unprofitable and vain.  
 
 

Concern  influence 
 

5. Injustice that can become dangerous! 
Proverbs 26:17 He that passeth by, and meddleth with strife belonging not to him, Is like one that taketh 
a dog by the ears.  
 
 
 

6. Injustices that can be impossible~ to extricate oneself from! 
Proverbs 26:17 He that passeth by, and meddleth with strife belonging not to him, Is like one that taketh 
a dog by the ears.  
 


