
ELUCIDATING ECCLESIASTES (2) 12:9-12 
5. A Book of wisdom as carefully presented! 
Juxtaposition:  
Comparing Contrasting 
Similar Different 
Side by side!  

Ecclesiastes 12:10 The preacher sought to find out acceptable words: and that which was written was upright, even words 
of truth.  
Ecclesiastes 3:11 He hath made every thing beautiful in his time: also he hath set the world in their heart, so that no man can 
find out the work that God maketh from the beginning to the end.  
 
Ecclesiastes 7:14 In the day of prosperity be joyful, but in the day of adversity consider: God also hath set the one 
over against the other, to the end that man should find nothing after him.  
 
Ecclesiastes 8:17 Then I beheld all the work of God, that a man cannot find out the work that is done under the sun: because 
though a man labour to seek it out, yet he shall not find it; yea further; though a wise man think to know it, yet shall he not be able to 
find it.  
 
Good Bad 
Joy Sadness / disappointment  
Gain Loss 
Pleasure Pain  
Doing so by juxtaposition Side by side! 

 

This is more than a literary device, it’s a life description! 
 
How long did it take for me to learn this? 
 
Paris Island: 
 
Bethesda: 
 
Great Lakes: 
 

6. A book of wisdom given as goads! 
Ecclesiastes 12:11 The words of the wise are as goads, and as nails fastened by the masters of assemblies, which are given from one 
shepherd.  
1 Samuel 13:21 Yet they had a file for the mattocks, and for the coulters, and for the forks, and for the axes, and to sharpen the goads.  
Acts 9:5 And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.  

Goads that give us: 
Motivation 
Direction 
And correction 
 
Animals were handled by a sharp stick (goad) – not to harm them but to: 
Motivate 
Direct 
Correct 
Ecclesiastes 2:11 Then I looked on all the works that my hands had wrought, and on the labour that I had laboured to do: and, 
behold, all was vanity and vexation of spirit, and there was no profit under the sun.  



Ecclesiastes 5:1 Keep thy foot when thou goest to the house of God, and be more ready to hear, than to give the sacrifice of fools: for 
they consider not that they do evil.  
Ecclesiastes 5:2 Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to utter any thing before God: for God is in heaven, and 
thou upon earth: therefore let thy words be few.  
Ecclesiastes 12:1 Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the years draw 
nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them;  
 

7. A book of wisdom given as nails / pegs! 
Ecclesiastes 12:11 The words of the wise are as goads, and as nails fastened by the masters of assemblies, which are given 
from one shepherd.  
Isaiah 41:7 So the carpenter encouraged the goldsmith, And he that smootheth with the hammer him that smote the anvil, Saying, It is 
ready for the sodering: And he fastened it with nails, that it should not be moved.  
1 Chronicles 22:3 And David prepared iron in abundance for the nails for the doors of the gates, and for the joinings; and brass 
in abundance without weight;  
2 Chronicles 3:9 And the weight of the nails was fifty shekels of gold. And he overlaid the upper chambers with gold.  
Jeremiah 10:4 They deck it with silver and with gold; They fasten it with nails and with hammers, that it move not.  

Nails / pegs: 
To hang things on 
To hold things together 
To help things stay put 
 
Ecclesiastes 12:13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty 
of man. Ecclesiastes 12:14 For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it 
be evil.  
 
Ecclesiastes 7:20 For there is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not.  
 
Ecclesiastes 7:5 It is better to hear the rebuke of the wise, than for a man to hear the song of fools.  
Ecclesiastes 3:1 To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven:  
 

8. A book of wisdom from the Preacher! 
Ecclesiastes 1:1 THE words of the Preacher (לֶת   .the son of David, king in Jerusalem ,(קֹהֶ֣
Ecclesiastes 1:2 Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher (לֶת   .vanity of vanities; all is vanity ,(קֹהֶ֣
Ecclesiastes 1:12 I the Preacher (לֶת   .was king over Israel in Jerusalem (קֹהֶ֣
Ecclesiastes 7:27 Behold, this have I found, saith the preacher (לֶת   :counting one by one, to find out the account ,(קֹהֶ֣
Ecclesiastes 12:8 Vanity of vanities, saith the preacher (לֶת   .all is vanity ;(הַקּוֹהֶ֖
Ecclesiastes 12:9 And moreover, because the preacher (לֶת  was wise, he still taught the people knowledge; yea, he gave good (קֹהֶ֖
heed, and sought out, and set in order many proverbs.  
Ecclesiastes 12:10 The preacher (לֶת  sought to find out acceptable words: and that which was written was upright, even words of (קֹהֶ֔
truth.  
 
1 Kings 8:1 Then Solomon assembled (ה ל שְׁ˄מֹ֣  the elders of Israel, and all the heads of the tribes, the chief of the fathers of the (יַקְהֵ֣
children of Israel, unto king Solomon in Jerusalem, that they might bring up the ark of the covenant of the LORD out of the city of 
David, which is Zion.  
1 Kings 8:2 And all the men of Israel assembled ( ֙לֶ˂ שְׁ˄מֹה הֲל֜וּ אֶל־הַמֶּ֤  themselves unto king Solomon at the feast in the month (וַיִּקָּ֨
Ethanim, which is the seventh month.  
1 Kings 8:14 And the king turned his face about, and blessed all the congregation (ל ל יִשְׂרָאֵ֑  of Israel: (and all the (כָּל־קְהַ֣
congregation of Israel (ל ל יִשְׂרָאֵ֖   (;stood (וְכָל־קְהַ֥
1 Kings 8:22 And Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in the presence of all the congregation (ל ל יִשְׂרָאֵ֑  of Israel, and (כָּל־קְהַ֣
spread forth his hands toward heaven:  
1 Kings 8:55 And he stood, and blessed all the congregation (ל ל יִשְׂרָאֵ֑   ,of Israel with a loud voice, saying (כָּל־קְהַ֣
1 Kings 8:65 And at that time Solomon held a feast, and all Israel with him, a great congregation (ל גָּד֜וֹל  from the entering in of ,(קָהָ֨
Hamath unto the river of Egypt, before the LORD our God, seven days and seven days, even fourteen days.  
 

9. A book of wisdom wisely NOT books / a library! 
Ecclesiastes 12:12 And further, by these, my son, be admonished: of making many books there is no end; and much study is a 
weariness of the flesh.  


