
JOHN 14:12-14 
John 14:12 Verily (Ἀμὴν), verily (ἀμὴν), I say unto you, He that believeth (ὁ πιστεύων) on me (εἰς 
ἐμέ), the works that I do shall he do also; and greater (μείζονα) works than these shall he do; because (ὅτι) I 
go unto my Father. John 14:13 And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father 
may be glorified in the Son. John 14:14 If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it.  
 
This text is all over the map! 
It seems to mean too much! Greater works than Jesus! Really??? 
All of the disciples together / combined didn’t & couldn’t touch the hem of his garment!!! 
 

What do we find in the text? 
1. An assertion 
2. A solemn assertion  twice guaranteed! 
John 14:12 Verily (Ἀμὴν), verily (Ἀμὴν), I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he 
do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.  
 
This word (Ἀμὴν) means: in truth, truly, most assuredly true, so be it, may it be true…   
It comes from Hebrew (ן  Which is why it is translated .(אֱמֶת)  and is related to the word for tr (אָמֵֽ
by verily (veritas) 
 

Deuteronomy 27:15 Cursed be the man that maketh any graven or molten image, an abomination unto the LORD, the 
work of the hands of the craftsman, and putteth it in a secret place. And all the people shall answer and say, Amen ( ן   .(אָמֵֽ
Deuteronomy 27:16 Cursed be he that setteth light by his father or his mother. And all the people shall say, Amen (ן   .(אָמֵֽ
Deuteronomy 27:17 Cursed be he that removeth his neighbour’s landmark. And all the people shall say, Amen (ן   .(אָמֵֽ
Deuteronomy 27:18 Cursed be he that maketh the blind to wander out of the way. And all the people shall say, Amen 
ן)   .(אָמֵֽ
Deuteronomy 27:19 Cursed be he that perverteth the judgment of the stranger, fatherless, and widow. And all the people 
shall say, Amen ( ן   .(אָמֵֽ
Deuteronomy 27:20 Cursed be he that lieth with his father’s wife; because he uncovereth his father’s skirt. And all the 
people shall say, Amen (ן   .(אָמֵֽ
Deuteronomy 27:21 Cursed be he that lieth with any manner of beast. And all the people shall say, Amen (ן   .(אָמֵֽ
Deuteronomy 27:22 Cursed be he that lieth with his sister, the daughter of his father, or the daughter of his mother. And 
all the people shall say, Amen (ן   .(אָמֵֽ
Deuteronomy 27:23 Cursed be he that lieth with his mother in law. And all the people shall say, Amen ( ן   .(אָמֵֽ
Deuteronomy 27:24 Cursed be he that smiteth his neighbour secretly. And all the people shall say, Amen (ן   .(אָמֵֽ
Deuteronomy 27:25 Cursed be he that taketh reward to slay an innocent person. And all the people shall say, Amen 
ן)   .(אָמֵֽ
Deuteronomy 27:26 Cursed be he that confirmeth not all the words of this law to do them. And all the people shall say, 
Amen ( ן   .(אָמֵֽ
 

3. It is an assertion for believers  mere believers  all believers! 
John 14:12 Verily (Ἀμὴν), verily (ἀμὴν), I say unto you, He that believeth (ὁ πιστεύων) on me (εἰς 
ἐμέ), the works that I do shall he do also; and greater (μείζονα) works than these shall he do; because (ὅτι) I 
go unto my Father. John 14:13 And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father 
may be glorified in the Son. John 14:14 If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it.  
 

4. An assertion that the works He did (or was doing at the time) we will / shall do! 
5. Even greater works! 
John 14:12 Verily (Ἀμὴν), verily (ἀμὴν), I say unto you, He that believeth (ὁ πιστεύων) on me (εἰς 
ἐμέ), the works that I do shall he do also; and greater (μείζονα) works than these shall he do; because (ὅτι) I 



go unto my Father. John 14:13 And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father 
may be glorified in the Son. John 14:14 If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it.  
 
On the face of it, this seems both unreasonable & impossible  it just DIDN’T happen at any time or any 
place! 
 
The apostles &/ apostolic age combined = Jesus’ miracles. 
The text says works & not miracles 
However, the text does not directly say which works? 
 

6. The reason believers’ works will exceed Jesus works is given  His limited time on 
earth! 
 
7. So, we will do greater works: 
 Quantitatively (not qualitatively) so number not kind 
 Chronologically (much longer time) 
 Geographically (much larger scope) 

 

8. The kind of works this text is talking about is: 
 Gospel works (Jn 14:4,5,8) 

John 14:5 Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and how can we know the way?  
John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but 
by me.  
John 14:8 Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us.  
 

 Good works   
John 14:15 If ye love me, keep my commandments.  
John 14:23 Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will 
love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. John 14:24 He that loveth me not 
keepeth not my sayings: and the word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father’s which sent me.  
 
 

 Godly works / lifestyle (Jn. 13:34-35) 
John 13:34 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also 
love one another. John 13:35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to 
another.  
 

9. Works done in Jesus name & for the Father’s glory. 
 
10. Works asked for / requested as His representatives on earth. 
John 17:18 As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world.  
John 20:20 And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his hands and his side. Then were the disciples 
glad, when they saw the Lord.  
John 20:21 Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send 
I you.  


