
COMMUNICATION BREAKDOWN OR BREAKTHROUGH? 
2 JN 12, 3 JN 13,14 
 
110 or 1100? 

Thoughts: 
1. Communication makes us human! 
 
2. Good communication makes us better humans! 
John 10:27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:  
Romans 10:14 How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they 
have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? Romans 10:17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by 
the word of God.  
Deuteronomy 6:6 And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: Deuteronomy 6:7 And thou shalt 
teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, 
and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.  
 

3. Lack of communication is rarely good! 
2 John 12 Having many things to write unto you, I would not write with paper and ink: but I trust to come unto you, and speak face 
to face, that our joy may be full.  
3 John 13 I had many things to write, but I will not with ink and pen write unto thee: 3 John 14 but I trust I shall shortly see thee, 
and we shall speak face to face. Peace be to thee. Our friends salute thee. Greet the friends by name.  
 
We have Paul’s letters 
John also wrote 3 letters 
Peter wrote 2  letters 
James wrote 1 letter 
Jude wrote 1 letter 
 To answer questions 
 To address problems 
 To teach doctrine / truth 
 To encourage people 

 

THE “FILL-IN” PROBLEM!!! 
“Some*” folks fill-in any time there is a vacuum! 1+ 1 = 12!!! 
*Some or…? 
My question: do they know / would they know they do this? 
 

4. Over-communication is also a problem! 
Proverbs 25:17 Withdraw thy foot from thy neighbour’s house; Lest he be weary of thee, and so hate thee.  
 
This is obviously worthy of an entire discussion… 
 Sharing too much 
 Sharing things we shouldn’t share 
 Sharing things only God should know! 

1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
1 Timothy 5:13 And withal they learn to be idle, wandering about from house to house; and not only idle, but tattlers also and 
busybodies, speaking things which they ought not.  

Tell the truth: 

1st: to yourself    2nd: to God 
3rd: to others  pro re nata (PRN)! 
 



THE “NARCISSISM OF SMALL DIFFERENCES” 
The more a relationship or a community shares commonalties, the more likely the people in it are to engage in 
interpersonal feuds & mutual ridicule because of hypersensitivity to minor differences. 
 

5. Miscommunication is the worst! 
 
6. Some forms of communication are better and some worse! 
2 John 12 Having many things to write unto you, I would not write with paper and ink: but I trust to come unto you, and 
speak face to face (στόμα πρὸς στόμα), that our joy may be full.  
 3 John 13 I had many things to write, but I will not with ink and pen write unto thee: 3 John 14 but I trust I shall shortly see 
thee, and we shall speak face to face (στόμα πρὸς στόμα). Peace be to thee. Our friends salute thee. Greet the friends by name.  
 
John is obviously saying: 
 Writing is good 
 Face to face communication is better 

Romans 1:10 Making request, if by any means now at length I might have a prosperous journey by the will of God to come unto 
you.  
Romans 15:23 But now having no more place in these parts, and having a great desire these many years to come unto 
you; Romans 15:24 Whensoever I take my journey into Spain, I will come to you: for I trust to see you in my journey, and to be 
brought on my way thitherward by you, if first I be somewhat filled with your company.  
Romans 15:28 When therefore I have performed this, and have sealed to them this fruit, I will come by you into Spain.  
1 Corinthians 16:3 And when I come, whomsoever ye shall approve by your letters, them will I send to bring your liberality unto 
Jerusalem.  
1 Corinthians 16:12 As touching our brother Apollos, I greatly desired him to come unto you with the brethren: but his will was 
not at all to come at this time; but he will come when he shall have convenient time.  
Philippians 1:8 For God is my record, how greatly I long after you all in the bowels of Jesus Christ.  
Philippians 2:26 For he longed after you all, and was full of heaviness, because that ye had heard that he had been sick.  
1 Thessalonians 2:17 But we, brethren, being taken from you for a short time in presence, not in heart, endeavoured the more 
abundantly to see your face with great desire.  
1 Thessalonians 2:18 Wherefore we would have come unto you, even I Paul, once and again; but Satan hindered us.  
1 Thessalonians 3:10 Night and day praying exceedingly that we might see your face, and might perfect that which is lacking in 
your faith?  
2 Timothy 1:3 I thank God, whom I serve from my forefathers with pure conscience, that without ceasing I have remembrance 
of thee in my prayers night and day; 2 Timothy 1:4 Greatly desiring to see thee, being mindful of thy tears, that I may be 
filled with joy; 2 Timothy 1:5 When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother 
Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and I am persuaded that in thee also.  

All things being equal: (not requiring another person, not dangerous) 
1st: a personal visit 
Why? 
 
2nd: a video call 
Why? 
 
3rd: a phone call 
Why?  
 
4th: a letter | an email | an extended text  
Why? 
 
5th: a text 
6th: a text with emojis, abbreviations, assumptions, shorthand… 


