TO SPANK OR NOT TO SPANK PS. 103:10-14

EXCURSUS: CHARACTERISTICS OF BIBLICAL SPANKING

Proverbs 19:18 Chasten thy son while there is hope, and let not thy soul spare for his crying.

Characteristics:

B. Formal
This must mever be done in flight, off the cuff, in the spur of the moment = but formally!
» Go to your room (or place of parents choosing)
» Let the child think about what they have done
» Let yourself calm down
> Take some time - age appropriate (from seconds to minutes)

A. Verbal

Verbal both precedes & follows the formal step!
> You have instructed the child

You have said a definite “no”

You said no visually also

We don’t do that

“Warren’s” don’t do that!

+

What did you do wrong?
> What does Dad / Mom have to do?
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C. Legal

Proverbs 22:15 Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; but the rod of correction shall drive it far from him.
Any punishment of any kind:

Is about right & wrong

Is about deliberate disobedience

Is about willful defiance

Is about disobeying God & His word

Is not about anger

Is not about irritation, embarrassment or shame
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The child must be able to connect the spanking (punishment) with the willful defiance!

Proverbs 3:11 My son, despise not the chastening of the LORD; neither be weary of his correction: Proverbs 3:12 For whom the
LORD loveth he correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he delighteth.

Hebrews 12:9 Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much
rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live?

Hebrews 12:10 For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might be partakers
of his holiness. Hebrews 12:11 Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it
yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby.



D. Non-emotional
Too much spanking comes from anger = emotions out of control. We don’t do anything and then explode.

Proper, Biblical spanking:
» Doesn’t come from emotions
> Doesn’t come through emotions
» Except maybe love & tears

What to use? How to do it?

Rod

Hand

Belt

Paddle

Absolutely nothing dangerous or that can hit the child too hard

E. Final

What it’s over, it’s over

No more punishment & no more holding things over the child’s head / against the child

F. Relational

Love surrounds everything.

Looks of affirmation, love, acceptance, & warmth
Words of love — the same



