
KINDS OF APOSTLES IN THE NT 
1. The Lord Jesus → sent by the father! 
Hebrews 3:1 Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle (τὸν ἀπόστολον) and High Priest of 

our profession, Christ Jesus; Hebrews 3:2 Who was faithful to him that appointed him, as also Moses was faithful in all his house.  

 

John 17:3 And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent (ὃν 

ἀπέστειλας).  

 

John 17:18 As thou hast sent me into (ἀπέστειλας) the world, even so have I also sent them (ἀπέστειλα) into the world.  

John 20:21 Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent (ἀπέσταλκέν) me, even so send I (πέμπω) 

you.  

An apostle is always: 

➢ Sent by someone 

➢ Sent as a representative 

➢ Sent officially 

➢ Sent with &/ on an official mission 
  

Jesus Apostles Us 
To seek & save the lost To found the Church                       

& write the  NT 

To preach / proclaim the gospel             

and the whole counsel of God 

 

 

2. Apostles of Christ → sent by Christ! 
2 Corinthians 11:13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ.  

Romans 1:1 PAUL, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God,  

1 Corinthians 1:1 PAUL, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother,  

 

Galatians 1:1 PAUL, an apostle, (not of (οὐκ ἀπʼ ἀνθρώπων) men, neither by (οὐδὲ διʼ ἀνθρώπου) man, but by (ἀλλὰ διὰ Ἰησοῦ 

χριστοῦ) Jesus Christ, and God the Father, who raised him from the dead;)  

 

Ephesians 1:1 PAUL, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints which are at Ephesus, and to the faithful in Christ 

Jesus:  

Colossians 1:1 PAUL, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timotheus our brother,  

Titus 1:1 PAUL, a servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to the faith of God’s elect, and the acknowledging of 

the truth which is after godliness;  
 

1 Peter 1:1 PETER, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,  

2 Peter 1:1 SIMON Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have obtained like precious faith with us through 

the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ:  

 

1 Thessalonians 2:6 Nor of men sought we glory, neither of you, nor yet of others, when we might have been burdensome, as the 

apostles of Christ.  

 

Jude 17 But, beloved, remember ye the words which were spoken before of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ;  

 

3. Apostles of the / a church (es) → sent by a church(es)! 
2 Corinthians 8:23 Whether any do inquire of Titus, he is my partner and fellowhelper concerning you: or our brethren be inquired 

of, they are the messengers of the churches (ἀπόστολοι ἐκκλησιῶν), and the glory of Christ.  

 

Philippians 2:25 Yet I supposed it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother, and companion in labour, and fellowsoldier, 
but your messenger (ἀπόστολον), and he that ministered to my wants.  

Thoughts: 

➢ The idea of being sent is still foremost 

➢ Sent by a church / churches 



➢ Sent as a representative → therefore official 

➢ Sent with / for a task 
 

4. The Twelve / The Twelve Apostles → sent by Christ during his earthly 

ministry! 
Matthew 10:1 And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave them power against unclean spirits, to cast them out, 

and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of disease. Matthew 10:2 Now the names of the twelve apostles are these; The 

first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother;  

Matthew 10:5 These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of 

the Samaritans enter ye not:  

Matthew 11:1 And it came to pass, when Jesus had made an end of commanding his twelve disciples, he departed thence to teach and 

to preach in their cities.  

Matthew 20:17 And Jesus going up to Jerusalem took the twelve disciples apart in the way, and said unto them,  
Matthew 26:14 Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went unto the chief priests,  

Matthew 26:20 Now when the even was come, he sat down with the twelve.  

Matthew 26:47 And while he yet spake, lo, Judas, one of the twelve, came, and with him a great multitude with swords and staves, 

from the chief priests and elders of the people.  

 

Mark 3:14 And he ordained twelve, that they should be with him, and that he might send them forth to preach,  

Mark 6:7 And he called unto him the twelve, and began to send them forth by two and two; and gave them power over unclean 

spirits;  

Mark 9:35 And he sat down, and called the twelve, and saith unto them, If any man desire to be first, the same shall be last of all, and 

servant of all.  

Mark 10:32 And they were in the way going up to Jerusalem; and Jesus went before them: and they were amazed; and as they 

followed, they were afraid. And he took again the twelve, and began to tell them what things should happen unto him,  
Mark 14:10 And Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve, went unto the chief priests, to betray him unto them.  

Mark 14:17 And in the evening he cometh with the twelve.  

Mark 14:20 And he answered and said unto them, It is one of the twelve, that dippeth with me in the dish.  

Mark 14:43 And immediately, while he yet spake, cometh Judas, one of the twelve, and with him a great multitude with swords and 

staves, from the chief priests and the scribes and the elders.  

 

Luke 6:13 And when it was day, he called unto him his disciples: and of them he chose twelve, whom also he named apostles;  

Luke 22:3 Then entered Satan into Judas surnamed Iscariot, being of the number of the twelve.  

John 6:70 Jesus answered them, Have not I chosen you twelve, and one of you is a devil?  

 

1 Corinthians 15:5 And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve:  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Matthew 28:16 Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into a mountain where Jesus had appointed them.  

 

Mark 16:14 Afterward he appeared unto the eleven as they sat at meat, and upbraided them with their unbelief and hardness of heart, 

because they believed not them which had seen him after he was risen.  

 

Luke 24:9 And returned from the sepulchre, and told all these things unto the eleven, and to all the rest.  

Luke 24:33 And they rose up the same hour, and returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven gathered together, and them that were 

with them,  

 

Acts 1:26 And they gave forth their lots; and the lot fell upon Matthias; and he was numbered with the eleven apostles.  

Acts 2:14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at 
Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my words:  

The twelve: 

➢ An official group 

➢ Chosen by Christ 

➢ Called by name 

➢ Chosen as a group of 12 and no more! 

➢ Chosen during Jesus’ earthly ministry  

➢ Honored throughout eternity! 
Revelation 21:14 And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.  


