
KINDS OF APOSTLES IN THE NT (2) 
5. The Very Chiefest apostles | super apostles → sent by themselves! 
2 Corinthians 11:5 For I suppose I was not a whit behind the very chiefest apostles (τῶν ὑπὲρ λίαν ἀποστόλων).  

2 Corinthians 12:11 I am become a fool in glorying; ye have compelled me: for I ought to have been commended of you: for in 

nothing am I behind the very chiefest apostles (τῶν ὑπὲρ λίαν ἀποστόλων), though I be nothing. 

 

6. Who are false apostles → sent by themselves! 
2 Corinthians 11:13 For such are false apostles (Οἱ γὰρ τοιοῦτοι ψευδαπόστολοι), deceitful workers, transforming themselves into 

the apostles of Christ (ἀποστόλους χριστοῦ). 2 Corinthians 11:14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of 

light. 2 Corinthians 11:15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose 

end shall be according to their works.  

Revelation 2:2 I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast 

tried them which say they are apostles (ἀποστόλους), and are not, and hast found them liars:  

In the NT age & following: 

➢ Few claimed to be an apostle 

➢ More claimed to be false prophets 

Why so few?  

 

7. The Apostle Paul → sent by the Risen Christ! 
1 Corinthians 15:7 After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles. 1 Corinthians 15:8 And last of all he was seen of me 

also, as of one born out of due time. 1 Corinthians 15:9 For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle, 

because I persecuted the church of God. 1 Corinthians 15:10 But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was 

bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.  

1 Corinthians 15:11 Therefore whether it were I or they, so we preach, and so ye believed.  

3 characteristics: 

➢ Last 

➢ Least 

➢ Yet like the other apostles (not identical but like ) 
 
Acts 7:58 And cast him out of the city, and stoned him: and the witnesses laid down their clothes at a young man’s feet, whose name 

was Saul.  

Acts 8:1 And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that time there was a great persecution against the church which was at 

Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaea and Samaria, except the apostles. Acts 8:2 And devout 

men carried Stephen to his burial, and made great lamentation over him. Acts 8:3 As for Saul, he made havock of the church, 

entering into every house, and haling men and women committed them to prison.  

Acts 9:1 And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest,  

 

Acts 22:1 Men, brethren, and fathers, hear ye my defence which I make now unto you. Acts 22:2 (And when they heard that he spake 

in the Hebrew tongue (τῇ Ἑβραΐδι διαλέκτῳ) to them, they kept the more silence: and he saith,) Acts 22:3 I am verily a man which 

am a Jew, born (γεγεννημένος ἐν Ταρσῷ τῆς Κιλικίας) in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, yet brought up (ἀνατεθραμμένος δὲ ἐν τῇ 

πόλει ταύτῃ) in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, and taught (πεπαιδευμένος) according to the perfect manner of the law of the 

fathers, and was zealous toward God, as ye all are this day. Acts 22:4 And I persecuted this way unto the death, binding and 

delivering into prisons both men and women. Acts 22:5 As also the high priest doth bear me witness, and all the estate of the 

elders: from whom also I received letters unto the brethren, and went to Damascus, to bring them which were there bound 

unto Jerusalem, for to be punished. Acts 22:6 And it came to pass, that, as I made my journey, and was come nigh unto Damascus 

about noon, suddenly there shone from heaven a great light round about me.  

 

Acts 26:9 I verily thought with myself, that I ought to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. Acts 26:10 Which 

thing I also did in Jerusalem: and many of the saints did I shut up in prison, having received authority from the chief priests; and 

when they were put to death, I gave my voice (ψῆφον) against them. Acts 26:11 And I punished them oft in every synagogue, 

and compelled them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly mad against them, I persecuted them even unto strange (τὰς ἔξω 

πόλεις) cities.  

 

Galatians 1:13 For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in the Jews’ religion, how that beyond measure I persecuted the 

church of God, and wasted it: Galatians 1:23 But they had heard only, That he which persecuted us in times past now preacheth 

the faith which once he destroyed.  



Philippians 3:6 Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless.  

 

1 Timothy 1:13 Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly 

in unbelief. 1 Timothy 1:14 And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. 1 

Timothy 1:15 This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I 
am chief. 1 Timothy 1:16 Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, for 

a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting.  

 

8. Apostles with the same message but various missions! 
Galatians 1:1 PAUL, an apostle (Παῦλος ἀπόστολος),  

(not of men (οὐκ ἀπʼ ἀνθρώπων),  

neither by man (οὐδὲ διʼ ἀνθρώπου),  

but by Jesus Christ (ἀλλὰ διὰ Ἰησοῦ χριστοῦ) 

and God the Father, (καὶ θεοῦ πατρὸς) 

who raised him from the dead;)  
 

Galatians 1:17 Neither went I up to Jerusalem to them which were apostles before me; but I went into Arabia, and returned again 

unto Damascus.  
Galatians 1:21 Afterwards I came into the regions of Syria and Cilicia; Galatians 1:22 And was unknown by face unto the 

churches of Judaea which were in Christ: Galatians 1:23 But they had heard only, That he which persecuted us in times past 

now preacheth the faith which once he destroyed. Galatians 1:24 And they glorified God in me.  

 

Galatians 2:6 But of these who seemed to be somewhat, (whatsoever they were, it maketh no matter to me: God accepteth no man’s 

person:) for they who seemed to be somewhat in conference added nothing to me:  

Galatians 2:7 But contrariwise, when they saw that the gospel of the uncircumcision was committed unto me, as the gospel of the 

circumcision was unto Peter; Galatians 2:8 (For he that wrought effectually in Peter to the apostleship of the circumcision, the 

same was mighty in me toward the Gentiles:) Galatians 2:9 And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, 

perceived the grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we should go unto the 

heathen, and they unto the circumcision.  

 

Galatians 2:10 Only they would that we should remember the poor; the same which I also was forward to do.  

Galatians 2:11 But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he was to be blamed. Galatians 2:12 For 

before that certain came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles: but when they were come, he withdrew and separated himself, 

fearing them which were of the circumcision. Galatians 2:13 And the other Jews dissembled likewise with him; insomuch that 

Barnabas also was carried away with their dissimulation (ὑποκρίσει). Galatians 2:14 But when I saw that they walked not uprightly 

according to the truth of the gospel, I said unto Peter before them all, If thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner of Gentiles, and not 

as do the Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews? Galatians 2:15 We who are Jews by nature, and not sinners 

of the Gentiles, Galatians 2:16 Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, 

even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by 

the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.  

1 Corinthians 15:11 Therefore whether it were I or they, so we preach, and so ye believed.  

What do we find? 

➢ Only one  gospel (and that was the touchstone) 

➢ Various spheres of influence 

➢ Occasional conflict→ never about the gospel 

➢ More than occasional overlap 

 

➢ Paul → gentiles: the gospel of Luke 

 

➢ Peter → diaspora Jews: the gospel of Mark 

 

➢ James → Palestinian Jews: the gospel of Matthew 

 

➢ John → Ephesus & everywhere else : the gospel of John 


