
THE PURPOSE OF JOB 1:6-12; 2:1-6 
What’s the purpose of brownies? 
Flour?    Sugar / corn syrup? 
Weight gain?   Or… 
 
What is the purpose of Job? 
Suffering?     Hope & patience / endurance? 
 
The purpose of Job is found in what is sometimes (improperly) called “the wager!” 
Job 1:9 Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, Doth Job fear God for nought? Job 1:10 Hast not thou made an hedge 
about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on every side? thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his substance 
is increased in the land. Job 1:11 But put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse thee to thy face. 
Job 1:12 And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in thy power; only upon himself put not forth thine hand. So Satan 
went forth from the presence of the LORD.  
  
Job 2:3 And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an 
upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? and still he holdeth fast his integrity, although thou movedst me against him, 
to destroy him without cause. Job 2:4 And Satan answered the LORD, and said, Skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath will he 
give for his life. Job 2:5 But put forth thine hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse thee to thy 
face. Job 2:6 And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, he is in thine hand; but save his life.  
 
The question: What is the proper basis for a relationship between God and man? (Not so 
much entering that relationship but maintaining it) 
Underneath, behind, & overshadowing every discussion will be this question  and the 
participants answers are mostly wrong. 
 

1. Satan’s answer: it is greed / blessings / pure benefits 
Job 1:8 And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a 
perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? Job 1:9 Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, Doth 
Job fear God for nought? Job 1:10 Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on 
every side? thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land. Job 1:11 But put forth thine hand now, 
and touch all that he hath, and he will curse thee to thy face. Job 1:12 And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath 
is in thy power; only upon himself put not forth thine hand. So Satan went forth from the presence of the LORD.  
 
Job 2:3 And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a 
perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? and still he holdeth fast his integrity, although thou movedst me 
against him, to destroy him without cause. Job 2:4 And Satan answered the LORD, and said, Skin for skin, yea, all that a man 
hath will he give for his life. Job 2:5 But put forth thine hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse thee 
to thy face. Job 2:6 And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, he is in thine hand; but save his life.  
 
Satan is simple (not so subtle / deep / complex): Job serves you out of pure greed 
Job 1:8 And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a 
perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? Job 1:9 Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, Doth 
Job fear God for nought? Job 1:10 Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on 
every side? thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land. Job 1:11 But put forth thine hand now, 
and touch all that he hath, and he will curse thee to thy face. 
Flow of thinking: You have hedged (protected) him round about 
 Protecting him 
 Protecting his home 
 Protecting everything he has 
 You have also blessed him 

Take it away and Job is out of here. 
Job 1:20 Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down upon the ground, and worshipped, Job 1:21 And 
said, Naked came I out of my mother’s womb, And naked shall I return thither: The LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; 
Blessed be the name of the LORD. Job 1:22 In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly.  



We are not finished  take away his health & it’s all over! 
Job 2:9 Then said his wife unto him, Dost thou still retain thine integrity? curse God, and die. Job 2:10 But he said unto her, Thou 
speakest as one of the foolish women speaketh. What? shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil? In all 
this did not Job sin with his lips.  
 
Job served God because of the blessings. If the blessings stopped, Job’s worship & service  
Right and wrong | good and evil | truth and error or lies…never really enter into the picture! 
 
Most people agree with Satan.  
Did Job’s wife agree with Satan? -- probably 
 

2. Job’s three (or four) friends: It is quid pro quo | justice! 
Do good, and good follows.     Do evil, and evil follows. 
Job 8:3 Doth God pervert judgment? Or doth the Almighty pervert justice? Job 8:4 If thy children have sinned against him, And 
he have cast them away for their transgression; Job 8:5 If thou wouldest seek unto God betimes, And make thy supplication to the 
Almighty; Job 8:6 If thou wert pure and upright; Surely now he would awake for thee, And make the habitation of thy righteousness 
prosperous. Job 8:7 Though thy beginning was small, Yet thy latter end should greatly increase.  
Job 8:20 Behold, God will not cast away a perfect man, Neither will he help the evil doers:  
 
Job 11:13 If thou prepare thine heart, And stretch out thine hands toward him; Job 11:14 If iniquity be in thine hand, put it far away, 
And let not wickedness dwell in thy tabernacles. Job 11:15 For then shalt thou lift up thy face without spot; Yea, thou shalt be 
stedfast, and shalt not fear: Job 11:16 Because thou shalt forget thy misery, And remember it as waters that pass away: Job 11:17 
And thine age shall be clearer than the noonday; Thou shalt shine forth, thou shalt be as the morning. Job 11:18 And thou shalt be 
secure, because there is hope; Yea, thou shalt dig about thee, and thou shalt take thy rest in safety. Job 11:19 Also thou shalt lie 
down, and none shall make thee afraid; Yea, many shall make suit unto thee. Job 11:20 But the eyes of the wicked shall fail, And 
they shall not escape, And their hope shall be as the giving up of the ghost.  
 
Job 20:4 Knowest thou not this of old, Since man was placed upon earth, Job 20:5 That the triumphing of the wicked is 
short, And the joy of the hypocrite but for a moment? Job 20:6 Though his excellency mount up to the heavens, And his head 
reach unto the clouds; Job 20:7 Yet he shall perish for ever like his own dung: They which have seen him shall say, Where is he? Job 
20:8 He shall fly away as a dream, and shall not be found: Yea, he shall be chased away as a vision of the night.  
 
Job 34:12 Yea, surely God will not do wickedly, Neither will the Almighty pervert judgment.  
 
Is this different than Satan? Yes, by | in degrees 
A relationship with God: 
Contractual It is based on terms I / we do…& God does 
I / we don’t…God doesn’t Mechanical Predictable 
Controllable Simple!  

 

3. Job’s answer: it is understanding! 
Job 13:1 Lo, mine eye hath seen all this, Mine ear hath heard and understood it. Job 13:2 What ye know, the same do I know also: I 
am not inferior unto you. Job 13:3 Surely I would speak to the Almighty, And I desire to reason with God. Job 13:4 But ye are 
forgers of lies, Ye are all physicians of no value. Job 13:5 O that ye would altogether hold your peace! And it should be your 
wisdom. Job 13:6 Hear now my reasoning, And hearken to the pleadings of my lips. Job 13:7 Will ye speak wickedly for God? 
And talk deceitfully for him?  
 
Job 31:35 Oh that one would hear me! Behold, my desire is, that the Almighty would answer me, And that mine adversary had 
written a book.  
 
Job is not a static character in the story: 
 
Job’s answer in the dialogues and his monologues was understanding. 
 



Greed, justice, understanding seem to be built upon each previous one and really are inseparable but 
distinct.  Each a little nobler expression of the previous basis. 
 
Thoughts: 
 We can know much  
 God has revealed much! 
 We can know He knows 

Deuteronomy 29:29 The secret things belong unto the LORD our God: but those things which are revealed belong unto us and to 
our children for ever, that we may do all the words of this law.  

 We can know He cares 
1 Peter 5:7 Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.  
Psalm 55:22 Cast thy burden upon the LORD, and he shall sustain thee: He shall never suffer the righteous to be moved.  

 We can know He’s in control 
Job 1:12 And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in thy power; only upon himself put not forth thine hand. So 
Satan went forth from the presence of the LORD.  
Job 2:6 And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, he is in thine hand; but save his life.  

 We can know He always does right 
Genesis 18:25 That be far from thee to do after this manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked: and that the righteous should be as 
the wicked, that be far from thee: Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?  

 
 But we cannot know all He knows 
 We can ask, seek, attempt to understand 
 But understanding is not a proper basis for a relationship with God!!! 

 
4. God (& Job): Sovereign grace and mercy plus man’s response of faith, 
submissive trust, worship, and obedience! 
Job 1:20 Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down upon the ground, and worshipped, Job 1:21 And 
said, Naked came I out of my mother’s womb, And naked shall I return thither: The LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken 
away; Blessed be the name of the LORD. Job 1:22 In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly.  
 
Job 2:9 Then said his wife unto him, Dost thou still retain thine integrity? curse God, and die. Job 2:10 But he said unto her, Thou 
speakest as one of the foolish women speaketh. What? shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil? In 
all this did not Job sin with his lips.  
 
Job 40:3 Then Job answered the LORD, and said, Job 40:4 Behold, I am vile; what shall I answer thee? I will lay mine hand upon 
my mouth. Job 40:5 Once have I spoken; but I will not answer: Yea, twice; but I will proceed no further.  
 
Job 42:1 Then Job answered the LORD, and said, Job 42:2 I know that thou canst do every thing, And that no thought can be 
withholden from thee. Job 42:3 Who is he that hideth counsel Without knowledge? Therefore have I uttered that I understood 
not; Things too wonderful for me, which I knew not. Job 42:4 Hear, I beseech thee, and I will speak: I will demand of thee, and 
declare thou unto me. Job 42:5 I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: But now mine eye seeth thee. Job 42:6 
Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent In dust and ashes.  

 
The Book of Job never answers the “Why” question only the “who” question!    
 
Romans 9:20 Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing formed say to him that formed it, Why hast 
thou made me thus? Romans 9:21 Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto 
honour, and another unto dishonour?  
Romans 11:33 O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his 
ways past finding out! Romans 11:34 For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counseller?  
Romans 11:35 Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again? Romans 11:36 For of him, and through 
him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen.  
 
 


