
THE RETRIBUTION DOGMA: QUID PRO QUO 
If I do good , God will bless me / I will get good 
If I do evil, God will judge me 
 
If life is good  I must be doing good 
If life is bad  I must be sinning / doing evil 
 
Sad example: Pastor and his “preaching” 
Magic pivot / magic segue:  
 God is testing people 
 God is judging / chastising 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What are our options? 

TRUE: TRUE…in some 
way… 

NOT TRUE 

This would include: Job, 3 
friends, his wife 
 

Not always true This is where many go  

See: * 
  
 

This certainly has large 
exceptions such as: 
John the Baptist 
The Lord Jesus 
Paul, Peter 

Many of these eventually give up 
on justice 
doing religion and finding 
meaning in this world 

 This is true broadly 
generally 
& most assuredly  

Often these folks give up on God 
altogether 

 See:  
1Cor. 15:30-32, Romans 8:18, 
Mt. 19:27-30 

A few find a weak god 
Limited in some way 

 
Job 4:7 Remember, I pray thee, who ever perished, being innocent? Or where were the righteous cut off? 
Job 4:8 Even as I have seen, they that plow iniquity, And sow wickedness, reap the same.  
 

God 

Job Why is Job suffering? 



Job 4:12 Now a thing was secretly brought to me, And mine ear received a little thereof. Job 4:13 In 
thoughts from the visions of the night, When deep sleep falleth on men, Job 4:14 Fear came upon me, and 
trembling, Which made all my bones to shake. Job 4:15 Then a spirit passed before my face; The hair of my 
flesh stood up: Job 4:16 It stood still, but I could not discern the form thereof: An image was before mine eyes, 
There was silence, and I heard a voice, saying, Job 4:17 Shall mortal man be more just than God? Shall a 
man be more pure than his maker? Job 4:18 Behold, he put no trust in his servants; And his angels he 
charged with folly: Job 4:19 How much less in them that dwell in houses of clay, Whose foundation is 
in the dust, Which are crushed before the moth? Job 4:20 They are destroyed from morning to evening: 
They perish for ever without any regarding it.  
 
Job 5:1 Call now, if there be any that will answer thee; And to which of the saints wilt thou turn? Job 5:2 For 
wrath killeth the foolish man, And envy slayeth the silly one. Job 5:3 I have seen the foolish taking root: But 
suddenly I cursed his habitation. Job 5:4 His children are far from safety, And they are crushed in the gate, 
neither is there any to deliver them.  
 
Job 11:13 If thou prepare thine heart, And stretch out thine hands toward him; Job 11:14 If iniquity be in thine 
hand, put it far away, And let not wickedness dwell in thy tabernacles. Job 11:15 For then shalt thou lift up 
thy face without spot; Yea, thou shalt be stedfast, and shalt not fear: Job 11:16 Because thou shalt forget thy 
misery, And remember it as waters that pass away: Job 11:17 And thine age shall be clearer than the noonday; 
Thou shalt shine forth, thou shalt be as the morning. Job 11:18 And thou shalt be secure, because there is hope; 
Yea, thou shalt dig about thee, and thou shalt take thy rest in safety. Job 11:19 Also thou shalt lie down, and 
none shall make thee afraid; Yea, many shall make suit unto thee. Job 11:20 But the eyes of the wicked 
shall fail, And they shall not escape, And their hope shall be as the giving up of the ghost.  
 
Job 22:21 Acquaint now thyself with him, and be at peace: Thereby good shall come unto thee.  
 
Job 36:11 If they obey and serve him, They shall spend their days in prosperity, And their years in pleasures. 
Job 36:12 But if they obey not, They shall perish by the sword, And they shall die without knowledge.  
 
Proverbs 13:15 Good understanding giveth favour: But the way of transgressors is hard.  
 
Galatians 6:7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. 
Galatians 6:8 For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit 
shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.  
 
Hosea 8:7 For they have sown the wind, and they shall reap the whirlwind… 
 
2 Corinthians 9:6 But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth 
bountifully shall reap also bountifully.  
 
1 Corinthians 15:30 And why stand we in jeopardy every hour? 1 Corinthians 15:31 I protest by your 
rejoicing which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily. 1 Corinthians 15:32 If after the manner of men I 
have fought with beasts at Ephesus, what advantageth it me, if the dead rise not? let us eat and drink; for to 
morrow we die.  
 
Romans 8:18 For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory 
which shall be revealed in us.  
 
Matthew 19:27 Then answered Peter and said unto him, Behold, we have forsaken all, and followed thee; 
what shall we have therefore? Matthew 19:28 And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye 
which have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also 



shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. Matthew 19:29 And every one that hath 
forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name’s sake, 
shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life. Matthew 19:30 But many that are first shall 
be last; and the last shall be first.  
 
Dangers: 
1. The continual search for “Job’sin”  
Job was suffering 
Job must have sinned 
Job’s sins were not obvious 
Let the search begin!!! 
 
Sin | hidden sin | a dark sin | sins | that he is a sinner | a very, specific sin | a sin of attitude…|… 
 
2. The lack | loss of the God of all grace 
The more we are bound up in the system, the less grace, mercy, forgiveness, the gospel, and frankly 
Christ will be present! 
 
Salvation just barely / kind of gets us in the door  works dominate after this! 
 
1 Peter 5:10 But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye 
have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you. 1 Peter 5:11 To him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
Hebrews 4:16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace 
to help in time of need.  
 
Ephesians 2:8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 
Ephesians 2:9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.  
 
Romans 3:28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law.  
 
Romans 4:1 What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath found? Romans 
4:2 For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before God. Romans 4:3 For 
what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness. Romans 4:4 
Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. Romans 4:5 But to him that worketh 
not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.  
Romans 4:6 Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth 
righteousness without works, Romans 4:7 Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose 
sins are covered. Romans 4:8 Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin.  
 
3. Sadly, the Christ-centered life becomes a fear- centered life | a guilt-centered life! 
1 Corinthians 2:2 For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.  
Galatians 6:14 But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the 
world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.  
Colossians 1:18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; 
that in all things he might have the preeminence.  
James 5:11 Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen 
the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful (πολύσπλαγχνός), and of tender mercy (οἰκτίρμων).  


