
GOD’S WILL - IN THE SHADOW OF CALVARY  LK. 22:39-46 
I. God does have a will 
Luke 22:41-42 And he was withdrawn from them about a stone’s cast, and kneeled down, and prayed, Saying, Father, if 
thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine , be done. 
Ephesians 1:11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who 
worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 
Ephesians 3:11 According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord: 
Psalm 115:3 But our God is in the heavens: he hath done whatsoever he hath pleased. 
Psalm 135:5-6 For I know that the LORD is great, and that our Lord is above all gods. Whatsoever the LORD pleased, 
that did he in heaven, and in earth, in the seas, and all deep places. 
Isaiah 45:9 Woe unto him that striveth with his Maker! Let the potsherd strive with the potsherds of the earth. Shall the 
clay say to him that fashioneth it, What makest thou? or thy work, He hath no hands? 
 
This is not bad à it just is! 
The phrase “the will of God” is often used like play doh/  clayà it means whatever I want it to be! 
 
The Bible seems to describe God’s will in 3 ways: 
1. God’s sovereign will (decretive) 
 
2. God’s moral will (preceptive) 
1 Thessalonians 4:3 For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication: 
1 Thessalonians 5:18 In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. 
Deuteronomy 30:11-15 For this commandment which I command thee this day, it is not hidden from thee, neither is it far 
off. It is not in heaven, that thou shouldest say, Who shall go up for us to heaven, and bring it unto us, that we may hear it, 
and do it? Neither is it beyond the sea, that thou shouldest say, Who shall go over the sea for us, and bring it unto us, that 
we may hear it, and do it? But the word is very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth, and in thy heart, that thou mayest do it. See, I 
have set before thee this day life and good, and death and evil; 
 
3. God’s personal / Individual will 
John 4:30-34 Then they went out of the city, and came unto him. In the mean while his disciples prayed him, saying, 
Master, eat. But he said unto them, I have meat to eat that ye know not of. Therefore said the disciples one to another, 
Hath any man brought him ought to eat? Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish 
his work. 
Acts 13:22 And when he had removed him, he raised up unto them David to be their king; to whom also he gave 
testimony, and said, I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after mine own heart, which shall fulfil all my will.  
Acts 13:36 For David, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell on sleep, and was laid unto his 
fathers, and saw corruption: 
Romans 1:10 Making request, if by any means now at length I might have a prosperous journey by the will of God to 
come unto you. 
Romans 15:32 That I may come unto you with joy by the will of God, and may with you be refreshed. 
1 Corinthians 4:19 But I will come to you shortly, if the Lord will, and will know, not the speech of them which are 
puffed up, but the power. 
1 Corinthians 16:7 For I will not see you now by the way; but I trust to tarry a while with you, if the Lord permit. 
 
II. God’s will might not be our will 
Luke 22:41-42 And he was withdrawn from them about a stone’s cast, and kneeled down, and prayed, Saying, Father, if 
thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done. 
Isaiah 55:8-9 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. For as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
 
 
 



III. God’s will might involve / include struggle 
Luke 22:42 Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done. 
Luke 22:43-44 And there appeared an angel unto him from heaven, strengthening him. And being in an agony he prayed 
more earnestly: and his sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground. 
1. Mental struggle 
2. Emotional struggle 
3. Moral/ volitional struggle 
 
Exodus 3:10-12 Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth my people the 
children of Israel out of Egypt. And Moses said unto God, Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that I should 
bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt? And he said, Certainly I will be with thee; and this shall be a token unto 
thee, that I have sent thee: When thou hast brought forth the people out of Egypt, ye shall serve God upon this mountain. 
 
Exodus 3:13-18 And Moses said unto God, Behold, when I come unto the children of Israel, and shall say unto them, The 
God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they shall say to me, What is his name? what shall I say unto them? And 
God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me 
unto you. And God said moreover unto Moses, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, The LORD God of your 
fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath sent me unto you: this is my name for ever, and 
this is my memorial unto all generations. Go, and gather the elders of Israel together, and say unto them, The LORD God 
of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared unto me, saying, I have surely visited you, and seen 
that which is done to you in Egypt: And I have said, I will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt unto the land of the 
Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites, unto a land flowing 
with milk and honey. And they shall hearken to thy voice: and thou shalt come, thou and the elders of Israel, unto the king 
of Egypt, and ye shall say unto him, The LORD God of the Hebrews hath met with us: and now let us go, we beseech 
thee, three days’ journey into the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God. 
 
Exodus 4:10-17 And Moses said unto the LORD, O my Lord, I am not eloquent, neither heretofore, nor since thou hast 
spoken unto thy servant: but I am slow of speech, and of a slow tongue. And the LORD said unto him, Who hath made 
man’s mouth? or who maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or the blind? have not I the LORD? Now therefore go, and 
I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt say. And he said, O my Lord, send, I pray thee, by the hand of 
him whom thou wilt send. And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Moses, and he said, Is not Aaron the Levite thy 
brother? I know that he can speak well. And also, behold, he cometh forth to meet thee: and when he seeth thee, he will be 
glad in his heart. And thou shalt speak unto him, and put words in his mouth: and I will be with thy mouth, and with his 
mouth, and will teach you what ye shall do. And he shall be thy spokesman unto the people: and he shall be, even he shall 
be to thee instead of a mouth, and thou shalt be to him instead of God. And thou shalt take this rod in thine hand, 
wherewith thou shalt do signs. 
 
Jeremiah 1:4-10 Then the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and 
before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations. Then said I, 
Ah, Lord GOD! behold, I cannot speak: for I am a child. But the LORD said unto me, Say not, I am a child: for thou shalt 
go to all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak. Be not afraid of their faces: for I am with 
thee to deliver thee, saith the LORD. Then the LORD put forth his hand, and touched my mouth. And the LORD said unto 
me, Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth. See, I have this day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms, to 
root out, and to pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down, to build, and to plant. 
 
IV. God’s will might be m issed &/ even misinterpreted by others! 
Luke 22:45-46 And when he rose up from prayer, and was come to his disciples, he found them sleeping for sorrow, And 
said unto them, Why sleep ye? rise and pray, lest ye enter into temptation. 
 
Acts 26:24-26 And as he thus spake for himself, Festus said with a loud voice, Paul, thou art beside thyself; much 
learning doth make thee mad. But he said, I am not mad, most noble Festus; but speak forth the words of truth and 
soberness. For the king knoweth of these things, before whom also I speak freely: for I am persuaded that none of these 
things are hidden from him; for this thing was not done in a corner. 
 


