
OPEN & CLOSED DOORS  REV. 3:7-8 
Few phrases are used more often in Christian circles than open & closed doors. We are really referring to 
circumstances. By means of circumstances God open &/ closes doors. 
4 Truths concerning open & closed doors: 
I. God does open & close doors. 
Revelation 3:7-8 And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith he that is holy, he that 
is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth; I 
know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little 
strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name. 
 
What a text! What a promise! What an insight into the Lord! 
 
There seems to be 2 kinds of closed doors / circumstances: 
1. Constraining doors  which must be accepted. 
God makes some decisions of which we then simply have  
 
1 Corinthians 4:7 For who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou that thou didst not receive? 
now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it? 
 
What might some of these be? 
 
 
2. Non-constraining doors these must be accepted for right now. 
 
What might some of these be? 
(height, eye sight, color vision, musical ear, intellect, verbal skills) 
 
II. Open doors are primarily about the Gospel. 
Words, phrases, clichés are so often used & then we read the scripture to prove our point! 
 
A good question might be – how does Scripture use this concept?  
This phrase is only found 5 times: 
Acts 14:27 And when they were come, and had gathered the church together, they rehearsed all that God had 
done with them, and how he had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles. 
1 Corinthians 16:9 For a great door and effectual is opened unto me, and there are many adversaries. 
2 Corinthians 2:12 Furthermore, when I came to Troas to preach Christ’s gospel, and a door was opened unto 
me of the Lord, 
Colossians 4:3 Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the 
mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds: 
Revelation 3:8 I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for 
thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name. 
 
Is God interested in my plans? My decisions? My questions? My needs? 
The answer is a resounding yes!!! 
However, primarily God opens doors: 

 For the Gospel 
 For us  a group / the church 
 For people to be saved 
 For God’s grace & glory to be displayed 

 



 
III. Open doors are not always very “open.” 
1 Corinthians 16:9 For a great door and effectual is opened unto me, and there are many adversaries. 
2 Corinthians 2:12-13 Furthermore, when I came to Troas to preach Christ’s gospel, and a door was opened 
unto me of the Lord, I had no rest in my spirit…. 
Colossians 4:3 Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the 
mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds: 
3 specific situations: 
1. Many adversaries 
2. No r est / no peace of mind 
3. Bonds / chains 
 
The real issue: If we are wrong on #2, we’ll usually be wrong on #3! 
 
Usually this concept is abused to mean the path of least resistances is God’s will and the difficult path is 
not God’s will.  Nothing can be further from the truth! 
 
Matthew 7:13-14 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and 
many there be which go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few 
there be that find it. 
Acts 14:22 Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we must through 
much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God. 
James 1:2 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 
1 Peter 4:12 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing 
happened unto you: 
 
IV. Open doors are not always taken. 
2 Corinthians 2:12-13 Furthermore, when I came to Troas to preach Christ’s gospel, and a door was opened 
unto me of the Lord, I had no rest in my spirit, because I found not Titus my brother: but taking my leave of 
them, I went from thence into Macedonia. 
 
How does Paul confront circumstance? 
1. Paul at Damascus  He fled. 
Acts 9:19-25 
Acts 9:25 Then the disciples took him by night, and let him down by the wall in a basket. 
 
2. Paul at Philippi  He stayed & demanded justice. 
Acts16:19-40 
 
Acts 16:35-39 And when it was day, the magistrates sent the serjeants, saying, Let those men go. And the 
keeper of the prison told this saying to Paul, The magistrates have sent to let you go: now therefore depart, and 
go in peace. But Paul said unto them, They have beaten us openly uncondemned, being Romans, and have cast 
us into prison; and now do they thrust us out privily? nay verily; but let them come themselves and fetch us out. 
And the serjeants told these words unto the magistrates: and they feared, when they heard that they were 
Romans. And they came and besought them, and brought them out, and desired them to depart out of the city. 
 
3. Paul in Greece  He  avoided the problem. 
Acts 20:1-3 And after the uproar was ceased, Paul called unto him the disciples, and embraced them, and 
departed for to go into Macedonia. And when he had gone over those parts, and had given them much 
exhortation, he came into Greece, And there abode three months. And when the Jews laid wait for him, as he 
was about to sail into Syria, he purposed to return through Macedonia. 


