
IN THE (NEW) BEGINNING! DEUT. 24:5; 20:7 
In these 2 texts, Scripture mentions the beginning of marriage.  
What does that mean for us? 

I. That we understand this as a (new) beginning! 
Deuteronomy 24:5 When a man hath taken a new wife, he shall not go out to war, neither shall he be 
charged with any business: but he shall be free at home one year, and shall cheer up his wife which he hath 
taken.  
 
This is something new, something different, a huge change! 
 
America’s / American fatal flaw: exceptionally expensive, memorable, wow weddings  but no money, time, 
preparation, training for the actual  
 
Engineer: 12 years (grad school + high school )  + 4 years of college 
 
Medical Doctor: 4 years pre-med, 4 years med school + residency + ++ 
 
We do have 18 years~ of indoctrination – observing others, good and bad 
However, we have little actual education – objectivity, reading, discussion, multiple angles…. 
 

II. That we actually begin (again) with marriage! 
Deuteronomy 24:5 When a man hath taken a new wife, he shall not go out to war, neither shall he be 
charged with any business: but he shall be free at home one year, and shall cheer up his wife which he 
hath taken.  
 
Does this ever stop? 
 

Suggestions: 
Date night (s) or days, etc. Couch time (talk time) 
Shared activities Couples vacation 
Marriage seminars Book(s) on marriage (maybe) 
Books on life (Blink, Tipping Point) Bible studies on the family 
SS & Wednesday Night   
Always too busy Drop the religion and do the obvious 

Beware of gimmicks / tricks / religious gimmicks…!!! 
Text specifies: 
 Don’t go off to war 
 No new business 
 Free to develop the marriage 
 For a year (period of time) 
 To learn how to cheer up, encourage the wife  

Proverbs 5:15 Drink waters out of thine own cistern, and running waters out of thine own well.  
Proverbs 5:16 Let thy fountains be dispersed abroad, and rivers of waters in the streets. [?] 
Proverbs 5:17 Let them be only thine own, and not strangers’ with thee.  
Proverbs 5:18 Let thy fountain be blessed: and rejoice with the wife of thy youth.  
Proverbs 5:19 Let her be as the loving hind and pleasant roe; let her breasts satisfy thee at all times; and be 
thou ravished always with her love.  
Proverbs 5:20 And why wilt thou, my son, be ravished with a strange woman, and embrace the bosom of a 
stranger? 



Rejoice (uses 150x) in Scripture: to cheer, rejoice, be glad, joyful, mirth, merry…. 
In Modern America: put a r   on her   and a s   on her f  ! 
 

III. That we don’t begin many new things! 
Deuteronomy 24:5 When a man hath taken a new wife, he shall not go out to war, neither shall he be charged 
with any business: but he shall be free at home one year, and shall cheer up his wife which he hath taken.  
 
Proverbs 24:27  
Prepare thy work without,  
and make it fit for thyself in the field;  
and afterwards build thine house.  
 
1 Kings 5:18 And Solomon’s builders and Hiram’s builders did hew them, and the stonesquarers: so they 
prepared timber and stones to build the house.  1 Kings 5:18 And Solomon’s builders and Hiram’s builders did 
hew them, and the stonesquarers: so they prepared timber and stones to build the house.  
1 Kings 6:7 And the house, when it was in building, was built of stone made ready before it was brought 
thither: so that there was neither hammer nor axe nor any tool of iron heard in the house, while it was in 
building.  
 
What does this mean for us? 
 Get your education first 

 
 

 Then start your career 
 
 
 Have most of pieces of life in place first 

 
 
 Don’t add any / many other pieces the first year~! 

 
 
 This would include children - IMO 

What about Grandparents? 
 

IV. That a good beginning (normally) prevents a bad ending! 
Deuteronomy 24:1 When a man hath taken a wife, and married her, and it come to pass that she find no favour 
in his eyes, because he hath found some uncleanness in her: then let him write her a bill of divorcement, and 
give it in her hand, and send her out of his house.  Deuteronomy 24:2 And when she is departed out of his 
house, she may go and be another man’s wife.  Deuteronomy 24:3 And if the latter husband hate her, and write 
her a bill of divorcement, and giveth it in her hand, and sendeth her out of his house; or if the latter husband die, 
which took her to be his wife;  Deuteronomy 24:4 Her former husband, which sent her away, may not take her 
again to be his wife, after that she is defiled; for that is abomination before the LORD: and thou shalt not cause 
the land to sin, which the LORD thy God giveth thee for an inheritance.  
 
 
Deuteronomy 24:5 When a man hath taken a new wife, he shall not go out to war, neither shall he be charged 
with any business: but he shall be free at home one year, and shall cheer up his wife which he hath taken.  
 
 
 


