
GATHERED, CORPORATE, PUBLIC WORSHIP MT. 25:30 
From the 1600s until the late 1980s most Bible believing Baptist churches got it. Obviously, things didn’t 

change in a moment. 

� 1860s-1930s transition from Hymns to gospel songs 

From Watts & Wesley to Fanny & Francis… 

From songs about Him to songs about how I feel about Him 

 

Not disastrous since most churches maintained a mixture of the two 

 

� 1870s-1930s Gospel singing & music from the Revivals & Revivalists 

Sentimental, sensational, sassy � often tinged / mixed with jazz 

Thankfully most of these songs were lost to time 

 

Again, still a mixture 

Most of these songs were not included in public worship of the local church 

 

� 1940-1970s Youth for Christ, Singspiration, and Billy Graham  

Schmaltzy, often big bandish, frivolous music, often very poor music 

Always happy!!! 
And the turn to pragmatism (whatever works) 

 

� Late 1940s-1970s music of / by / for the youth…that was different!!! 

� Late 1980s-2017 Bill Hybels & Rick Warren +++ 
Brought the youth group to church 

Use the music you already like and listen to in church! 

 

Thoughts about GCP Worship: 

1. This is not about personal preference    ! 
What you / I / we / they like! Or, what he / she likes! 

Ephesians 5:19 Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody 

in your heart to the Lord;  

 

 

2. The words are obviously essential and have first priority. 

3. The music is not non-essential and can never be neutral! 
Ephesians 5:19 Speaking to yourselves in psalms (ψαλμοῖς) and hymns (ὕμνοις) and spiritual songs (ᾠδαῖς 

πνευματικαῖς), singing (ᾄδοντες) and making melody (ψάλλοντες) in your heart to the Lord;  

Matthew 26:30 And when they had sung an hymn (ὑμνήσαντες), they went out into the mount of Olives.  

 

Each noun has a corresponding verb: 

Psalms: ψαλμός, ψάλλω 

Hymn: ὕμνος, ὑμνέω 

Song: ᾠδή, ᾂδω 

 

-----------------------Evangelical views of music today:-------------------------- 
Minority view Majority view Minority view 

 

 



Neither words nor 

music is essential 

Words are essential 

Music is non-essential or neutral 

Both words and 

music are  

essential 

At liberty to use any 

music period 

At liberty to use any music / style as long as the words 

are good 

 

At liberty to use 

music / style that 

complements 

the words / content. 

Secular                                

music is good. 

Secular styles are good Sacred                     

content matches  

Sacred styles 

 

 

By the way - If the music is neutral and doesn’t matter ���� why does it matter so much to you? 

 

4. There are at least 4 broad principles that must govern our GCP worship: 
Public worship is to be God-centered: that God is to be worshipped and He is to be worshipped in spirit and in truth 

(Jn. 4:24), and in the beauty of holiness (Ps. 27:4; Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16; 1 Chron. 16:29; 2 Chron. 20:21; Ps. 29:2; Ps. 96:9). All public 

worship has God as its audience and God is to be approached with reverence and godly fear (Heb. 12:28-29; Ex. 3:5; Isa. 6:1-8). This 

would exclude all so-called worship that is man-centered and entertainment oriented. This would also exclude all forms of music that 

are directly associated with the world and worldliness (Lev. 11:44-45; Lev. 20:7, 26; 1 Pet. 1:14-15). God is holy and we are to 

worship Him and Him alone in the beauty of holiness (1 Chron. 16:29). 

 

 

 

 

 

Public worship is to be Bible-based: that the content of public worship is to be regulated by the teaching of Scripture 

(Acts 2:42; 1 Tim. 2:1-4), and that that content is to be rooted in, and a direct reflection of, the doctrines of the Bible (Eph. 5:19; Col. 

3:16). Public worship includes singing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs that express the full range of the Christian experience (Mt. 

22:37-40; Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16) as do the Biblical Psalms. This would exclude all songs that are mere empty repetition (Mt. 6:7-8) and 

without Biblical content. This would also exclude music that lacks the variety and depth of the Christian experience and does not 

express the whole counsel of God (Acts 20:20, 26). 

 

 

 

 

Public worship is to be distinctly-Christian: that all parts of worship are to emphasize the person and work of the 

Lord Jesus Christ and the resultant new life we have in Christ (1 Cor. 2:2; 2 Cor. 5:17). We are to sing a new song unto the Lord (Ps. 

33:3; Ps. 40:1-3; Ps. 144:9) that clearly expresses what the Lord Jesus Christ has done for us. This would exclude all forms of worship 

that are not clearly Christian in content and expression. This would also exclude all forms of music that identify with the old life prior 

to knowing Christ. 

 

 

 

 

Public worship is to be congregation-oriented: that all parts of the service include the entire congregation 

publicly, corporately and whole-heartedly engaging in the worship of the Triune God through praying the Word, singing the Word, 

hearing the Word and obeying the Word (Isa. 29:13; Eze. 33:31-33; Mt. 15:8-9). This would exclude the congregation as being mere 

spectators in an entertainment atmosphere since this is not worship but entertainment. 

 

 


