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Unbiblical           |  Partially   Biblically 
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“Church”           |  Biblically  Constituted  

            |  Constituted    

            | Church  Church 

Difference in kind Difference in degree 

 

What is a dog?   When is a dog not a dog? 

Canine:  Bovine:  Equine:  Feline: 

 

All have 4 legs and are furry but all are not dogs! 

A 3 legged dog is still a dog! A 4 legged cat is never a dog – ever! 

 

3 essential qualities: 

I. A church where the gospel &/ word of God is preached accurately & 

completely 
1 Timothy 4:13 Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. 

2 Timothy 4:1 I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing 

and his kingdom; 2 Timothy 4:2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 

longsuffering and doctrine.  

Matthew 28:19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Ghost: Matthew 28:20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even 

unto the end of the world. Amen. 

Acts 2:42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. 

Acts 20:17 And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called the elders of the church. 

Acts 20:18 And when they were come to him, he said unto them, Ye know, from the first day that I came into Asia, after what manner 

I have been with you at all seasons, Acts 20:19 Serving the Lord with all humility of mind, and with many tears, and temptations, 

which befell me by the lying in wait of the Jews: Acts 20:20 And how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but have 

shewed you, and have taught you publickly, and from house to house, Acts 20:21 Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, 

repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Acts 20:25 And now, behold, I know that ye all, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of God, shall see my face no more. 

Acts 20:26 Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I am pure from the blood of all men. Acts 20:27 For I have not shunned to 

declare unto you all the counsel of God. 

Acts 20:32 And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give 

you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified. 

“Churches” will obviously vary here: 

� Non-reading / non-use of Scripture 

� Mere – reading of Scripture 

� Highly selective - reading / use of Scripture 

� Minimal reading/ use of Scripture 

� Scripture is central 

Luke 4:16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the 

sabbath day, and stood up for to read. Luke 4:17 And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when 

he had opened the book, he found the place where it was written, 



Acts 13:14 …Antioch in Pisidia, and went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and sat down. Acts 13:15 And after the reading of 

the law and the prophets the rulers of the synagogue sent unto them, saying, Ye men and brethren, if ye have any word of 

exhortation for the people, say on. 

Acts 17:1 …they came to Thessalonica, where was a synagogue of the Jews: Acts 17:2 And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto 

them, and three sabbath days reasoned with them out of the scriptures, 

Colossians 4:16 And when this epistle is read among you, cause that it be read also in the church of the Laodiceans; and that 

ye likewise read the epistle from Laodicea. 

1 Thessalonians 5:27 I charge you by the Lord that this epistle be read unto all the holy brethren. 

Revelation 1:3 Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are 

written therein: for the time is at hand. 

 

II. A church where the ordinances are administered properly 
Matthew 28:19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Ghost: 

Acts 16:30 And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved? Acts 16:31 And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus 

Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house. Acts 16:32 And they spake unto him the word of the Lord, and to all that were in 

his house. Acts 16:33 And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, 

straightway. Acts 16:34 And when he had brought them into his house, he set meat before them, and rejoiced, believing in God 

with all his house. 

1 Corinthians 11:23-28; Acts 2:41-42 

Qualifications for the proper observance of the ordinances: 

� Non-saving 

� Non-sacramental 

� Symbolic 

� Baptism in water, by immersion, of believers only! 

 

III. A church where discipline is exercised Biblically &  pervasively 
Matthew 28:19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Ghost: Matthew 28:20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you…. 

Acts 2:42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. 

Hebrews 3:13 But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of 

sin. 

1 Corinthians 11:28 But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. 1 Corinthians 11:29 For 

he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord’s body. 1 Corinthians 11:30 

For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep. 1 Corinthians 11:31 For if we would judge ourselves, we 

should not be judged. 

Acts 5:11 And great fear came upon all the church, and upon as many as heard these things. Acts 5:12 And by the hands of the 

apostles were many signs and wonders wrought among the people; (and they were all with one accord in Solomon’s porch. Acts 5:13 

And of the rest durst no man join himself to them: but the people magnified them. Acts 5:14 And believers were the more added 

to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women.) 

Qualifications of church discipline: 

� Not ignored 

� Not added on 

� Requires a gathered church 

� Requires regenerate church membership 

� Starts with the preaching and teaching of the Work 

� Focuses on the “one another” passages 

� Continues with the Lord’s Supper 

� Ends (if necessary) at expulsion from the church 


